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Annual ROTC golf tournament
canceled due to COVID-19 pandemic

 2019 golf tournament

The annual ROTC
fundraising golf
tournament is canceled

for this year because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

     When the COVID-19 health
crisis began to spread rapidly
several months ago, Juan Chavez
alerted the board of directors the
possibility of delaying or
canceling the event existed.

     However, Tournament
Director Tammy Beshlin and
Juan continued their planning in
case the tournament was a “go.”

According to Juan, “With the
spread of the virus getting worse
instead of
better, there is no practical
or safe way to hold a golf
tournament – just too many
health and logistical problems to
navigate.”

     He explained that with the
“social distancing” requirements,

registration, players briefings
and the dinner following the
match all were problematic.

Moreover, players would be
required to wear face masks and
sign a waiver because of
potential liability issues.
Finally, Juan said the
accompanying economic crisis
was not conducive to
fundraising.

     Chapter President Ira Watkins
agreed with the assessment and
the board of directors
unanimously voted to cancel this
year’s tournament.

Surviving Spouse
Corner: Taking
Control of Finances
Being prepared with key
information before losing your
spouse can reduce your stress
after they’re gone.

By Cindy Bondi, Surviving Spouse
Advisory Council member

When I think back
to before my
husband’s

passing, I remember how
out of touch I felt about our
financial situation. He paid
the bills; handled the
banking, investments, and
insurance policies; and
collected tax information. It
is not that I could not have
taken over the finances after
his cancer diagnosis, but it

(Continued on page 3)
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Creating our own sun-
shine and striving to be
like the July birth flow-

er, the water lily, are a must as
we move through the month
where our normalcy of activi-
ties for these dog days of sum-
mer is impacted by a pandemic
and civil unrest.

Life is a celebration and
we must always remain posi-
tive and confident.  Like the
water lily, we will rise from the
depth to pierce the surface and
display our majesty in the sun.

Similar to the challeng-
es of normalcy in our individu-
al activities are challenges to
normalcy in our chapter activi-
ties as well.  Monthly board of
directors (BOD) meetings are
now conducted via videocon-
ferencing.  We’ve had to cancel
our annual scholarship lun-
cheon, the July general mem-
bership and special event
meeting.

However, the BOD re-
mains undaunted and resolute
in striving to meet the objec-
tives of our chapter.  Cancella-
tion of some activities that we
usually donate funds to have
provided opportunities to do-
nate to COVID-19 relief efforts
by the Fort Bragg Red Cross to
Womack, and the USO Fort

Bragg Center to support units
in quarantine.

As mentioned above,
the annual golf tournament, our
main fund raiser, has been can-
celed.  Expect a letter via the
postal system regarding the
cancellation.

Despite the cancellation
of the golf tournament, we can
be thankful for all who have
contributed to and supported
this event in the past.  Such
generosity and contributions
have been essential and will be
crucial in our ability to contin-
ue to serve our community dur-
ing this period of uncertainty
created by the pandemic.

On a brighter side, if
you are a veteran with a ser-
vice-connected disability with
desires to visit national parks
and other federal lands, be
aware of the good news that
you may in the near future be
granted a free lifetime admis-
sion to national parks and other
federal lands.  The Senate has
already passed legislation to
this effect (The Wounded Vet-
erans Recreation Act).  Similar
legislation is also under consid-
eration in the House of Repre-
sentatives (H.R. 4930).

In creating your rays of
sunshine and rising like the wa-
ter lily, please consider service
to the chapter as a BOD mem-
ber as a way of giving back.

There are current posi-
tions that we could use you in
right now.  There are also lead-
ership positions at every level
that you can volunteer for as
we move toward the election of
chapter leaders in November.

 The leadership posi-
tions would be for service in
2021 and 2022.  Do reach out
to a current BOD member or
me if you have an interest.  By
volunteering to serve, you can
help bring sunshine to our
organization, and help us to
grow and develop like the
water lily.  Stay Connected,
Stay Healty and Never Stop
Serving.

Ira

Retired Army Maj. Ira M. Watkins
(910) 308-7702    president@cfmoaa.org

The Create Your Own Sunshine and Be Like the Water Lily
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(Continued from page 1)

was one of the last functions that he was able to carry out, even in his
weakening condition. I could not take that control away.

What I did begin to do behind the scenes was make lists. My first concern
was his passwords, not only for his computer but also for all the banking
and service websites. He managed to keep a record for me, along with
updated changes, on a thumb drive.

Second, the bills were a concern. I requested that even though he was
paying them online, I would prefer to get a hard copy in the mail for all
bills and end-of-year tax statements. That way, I would be assured not to
miss a bill payment, and I would be better prepared for the next tax season
should I need to take over.

Third, some bills were being paid directly on our credit cards. This was
not as much of a concern to me because most charges have phone number
to call if anything questionable appears on a statement.

I gave him a few tasks to work on, for which he was happy to comply. He
made calls to, for example, the Gas and Light Co., to inform them that he
wanted my name to be put on the accounts along with his.

Credit cards we had been using were issued in both of our names, but I
was only an authorized user, rather than a joint account holder. This
caused an automatic closing out of the credit card after notification of my
husband’s death. This chaos could have been avoided had I been a joint
account holder.

DD-214 Forms are requested after a death, and so getting it ahead of time
and storing it in an accessible location is helpful. A safety deposit box is
not accessible during the weekend and so is not the best location to store.

One of the first lists I made during this time contained the names and
phone numbers of a handful of people in my life who could spread the
word for me to other friends and relatives.

My lists could go on and on, but I want to stress that no matter how
prepared we are to lose a spouse, it is always an unavoidable process to
get through all the paperwork.

Sandi Adams   earlsandi@gmail.com   910-443-0470
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Publisher - Ira Watkins • Editor - Don Gersh • Webmaster - Juan Chavez

The Cape Fear Infogram is published monthly for members and friends of Cape Fear
Chapter,MOAA , Post Office Box 53621, Fayetteville, NC 28305.

Editorial Policy The Cape Fear Chapter is affiliated with MOAA. As such, the Cape Fear
Chapter is nonpartisan. Editorial policies are established by the Chapter’s Publisher and Editor
and are in consonance with MOAA’s. Advertising and sponsorship are accepted based on
MOAA policies and standards.

Editor may be reached at (910) 624-4597 or editor@cfmoaa.org

Chapter Website http://www.cfmoaa.org/ MOAA Website http://www.moaa.org/

MOAA “Take Action” http://www.moaa.org/take Action/

Membership Open to active duty, former,retired, and National Guard and Reserve
commissioned and warrant officers of the uniformed services or their surviving spouses.

I  thought I’d place the
Renew Today logo up front
instead of at the end of my

column or on the back page.

 The year is half over yet we
still have members who haven’t
paid their dues.

Sadly this is an annual
challenge for the chapter
president and secretary.

Annual membership
renewal shouldn’t be multiyear
endeavor.  And MOAA
national even makes it easy for
those who wish to pay online
using a credit card.

If you still owe dues for
2019 and 2020, please send a
$40 check payable to Cape
Fear Chapter, MOAA

Post Office Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305

The chapter
still has
several
positions it

needs filled:  Surviving Spouse
Liaison, Webmaster,
Newsletter Editor.

And because this is an
election year for chapter
leaders, and we need a
nominations committee.

Serving on this committee
is a good way to meet other
members, albeit via phone
instead of face-to-face.

If you have not served on a
committee before, please
consider volunteering.

Feel free to call me if you
have any questions about any
of the standing committees as
well.  We need an infusion of
new blood, and you just may
have Type O!

Don



“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as
an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”

(Galatians 5:13 NKJV)
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In 1767, the Sons of Liberty
adopted a flag called
the rebellious stripes

flag with nine vertical stripes,
four white and five red.  A flag
having 13 horizontal red and
white stripes was used by
Commodore Esek
Hopkins (Commander-in-Chief
of the Continental Navy) and by
American merchant ships during
the war. This flag was also
associated with the Sons of
Liberty.

As we fly our Stars and
Stripes this 4th of July, we can
see the resemblance to this Sons
of Liberty flag.  Our country has
developed just as our flag has
since those early days when the
Sons of Liberty challenged
taxation without representation.

Today we have our own
challenges to freedom.  The
Bible says we are called to
liberty, and one can say the
United States has been the
forerunner in securing political
and personal liberty for so
many.  As we celebrate our
Nation's birthday, we celebrate
freedom, and the Lord who
gives us the freedom to choose
the right.  This is what our verse
says.  We as free, moral agents

under God must use our
freedoms to serve one another
and not for selfish aims.

This is what our
founding fathers did after
declaring our country's
freedom.  George Washington
was willing to lead a largely
unfunded Army to oppose
British rule and fight the
mightiest military of that day.
Our founding fathers pledged
their lives and fortunes to secure
our freedom from King George
III.  They met the challenge.
Our challenge is to do as our
motto says, "Never stop
serving."

When we live a life of
service, we set in motion acts of
goodwill that not only outlive us
but change our society and the
world.  In Martin Luther's
Treatise on Christian Liberty he
says:

For a man does
not serve that he may put
men under obligations.
He does not distinguish
between friends and
enemies or anticipate
their thankfulness or
unthankfulness, but he
most freely and most

willingly spends himself
and all that he has,
whether he wastes all on
the thankless or whether
he gains a reward. As his
Father does, distributing
all things to all men
richly
and freely, making "his
sun rise on the evil and
on the good" [Matt.
5:45].  This
type of love that causes
us to serve one another
regardless of their merit
is Christlike love and
will be my motto and
keep me serving as long
as he gives
me breath.

Let's never stop serving.
The Cape Fear Chapter MOAA
is great because of all those who
have served and continue to
selflessly serve.  For that I salute
you as we celebrate our Nation's
244 birthday.

Tim



Chapters have a Chairman/Chairwomen of
Legislative/Veterans Affairs. At the North
Carolina Council of Chapters, the Vice

President of Legislative/Veterans Affairs is
charged with a strategic plan of ADVOCACY at
both the federal and state levels. This mission is
found in the bylaws at National MOAA and at the
North Carolina Council of Chapters, NCCOC.

The bylaws of National MOAA include the
following about advocacy:

To advocate for military forces adequate to the
defense of our country;

To present their rights and interests when Service
matters are under consideration.

  The North Carolina Council of Chapters
bylaws include the following:

Protect the interest of retired, active, reserve, and
National Guard personnel of the uniformed
services and their dependents and survivors;

Provide useful services for members and their
dependents and survivors;

Protect the interests of service retirees and active
duty military members in matters of North
Carolina state legislation.

Advocacy is paramount to the mission of
National MOAA and to NCCOC. It may be in
your chapter bylaws.

Each year, the 34 state Council presidents and
one additional person from each Council attend an
April meeting  in Washington D.C.  While
attending the meeting, the Council Presidents, the
one additional Council persons, 36 MOAA Board

COL Jim Brumit, USA-Ret.

(Continued on next page)

Chapter Presidents,

The Council no longer publishes a quarterly e/newsletter. In its
place, I am writing an article for inclusion in your next chapter
e/newsletter which will keep your chapter members informed on what
is going on at the state level.

I will ask the Council VP's to write articles on items of importance
and ask that you include them in your future chapter e/newsletters.

I realize that many chapters don't publish e/newsletters during the
summer months, but consider the article below for your next edition.

Thanks,

Jim

James Brumit <jimbrumit@aol.com>
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(Continued from last page)

of Director members, and MOAA staff “Storm-the Hill” to advocate with all the federal
legislators. For North Carolina, there are four of us which include two Council members, one
MOAA board member and one MOAA staff member meet with North Carolina’s two senators
and 13 representatives. It is an all-day grueling effort to meet with all 15 legislators or their
designated subject matter experts. We have to split up to accomplish the mission.

Due to COVID-19, this year’s “Storming-the Hill” was accomplished virtually. Each state
was tasked by National MOAA to organize a team to “Virtually-Storm-the-Hill” (VSTH). The
team had all of May to contact the state’s legislatures and advocate. There were ten of us who
stormed for NC

The results were:

                                                                                National                               North Carolina

Contacts made:                                                         535                                              15

Telephone calls made                                          20,808                                              16

Letters sent to legislators                                                                                              14

Certificates of Appreciation sent to legislators                                                            14

(Representative Mark Meadows had moved to be Chief of Staff for the President)

The federal advocacy mission for 2020 was to stop all medical billet reductions (18,000
billets) and military treatment facility (MTF) restructuring until an assessment is completed by
Congress, The VSTH effort has raised the awareness and education on the impact of the MTF
reform.

In addition to federal advocacy, the NCCOC has the responsibility to advocate at the state
legislature. For the 2020-2021 sessions of the General Assembly the NCCOC priorities are bills
that will be promoted by your Chair of Legislative/Veterans Affairs based on a strategic
advocacy plan developed by the NCCOC VP for Legislative/Veterans Affairs The bills to be
considered at the state level are:

·         Enhanced state initiatives to Improve military spouses license portability;

·         “Ask the question” campaign;

·         In-state tuition continuity for spouses whose spouse has PCS;

·         Virtual school enrollment;

·         Licensing compacts recognizing service members and military spouses.

(Continued on next page)

Infogram -July 2020 -page 7



The above is not all inclusive, but they would make North
Carolina more of a military friendly state. Virginia, Tennessee, and
South Carolina are considered to be military friendly states based on
assessments by DOD.

Your chapter has a Chairman or Chairwomen whose
responsibility is to advocate for you and all those who are or have
worn the uniforms of the U.S Armed Forces.

NEVER STOP SERVING

Jim
Retired Army Col. James G. Brumit

President, NCCOC, MOAA

(Continued from last page)
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Revised Nov 2016

____

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

___

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

Initial Application Renewal Date

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse (Please fill in the above information but show
Your deceased spouse’s rank and branch of service)

I am a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

I am not a National MOAA member, but will consider joining.

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $_______________ for the Chapter’s ROTC Scholarship Fund.

If a new applicant, how did you learn about the Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA?_______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues: $20.00 for Regular Members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305
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…We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and

representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every

stage of their career...

Visit our website at
www.cfmoaa.org

Facebook and Twitter addresses:

https:/www.facebook.com/capefear
chapter

https:/twitter.com/capefearmoaa

July
 4 - Independence Day
 7 - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors

Videoconference, 10 a.m.           I

 4 - US Coast Guard established 1790
 4 - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors

Videoconference, 10 a.m.

  1 - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors
Videoconference, 10 a.m.

11 - Patriot Day
17 - Constitution Day
17 - US Citizenship day
18 - US Air Force established 1947
21 - POW/MIA Recognition Day

Calendar of Events


