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President Ira Watkins reports
The state of the chapter is strong, excellent!

t the annual State  media format. After the

of the Chapter introductory slides came the

Report General ~ TAPS slide identifying
Membership Meeting, members who died during the
President Ira Watkins year. This was followed by
shared his assessment of  photos, pictures, narrative and

2019 ... “The chapter is statistics in an entertaining way.
strong, it’s excellent.”

The complete State of the

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER The Jan. 25 meeting was  Chapter Report is available
SO — held at McKellar’s Lodge  online at the chapter’s website
Ira Watkins presented his and about 40 members and  cfmoaa.org, look for CFC
second State of the Chapter guests attended. Ira REPORTS, and download
Report at McKellar's Lodge on  Jyresented his second STATE OF THE CHAPTER
Jan. 25. chapter report in a multi- ~ FOR CY 2019

Annual DeMeter Award to be presented next

The 2019 Robert F. DeMeter Chapter
Service Award will be presented by
President Ira Watkins at next month’s
annual awards and recognition luncheon.

The 2018
recipient of the
DeMeter Award
Carol lvey (left)
received it from
President Ira
Watkins.

It will be held at The Mash House on Friday,
March 13 beginning at 11:30 a.m.

The reservation flier is on page 7. Thelo Yy Aot Tidges
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PRESIDENT’'S REPORT

RETIRED ARMY MAJ. IRA M. WATKINS
(910) 3087702 PRESIDENT@CFMOAA.ORG

February Focus

veying appreciation to the

staff of McKellar’s Lodge
for the fantastic services ren-
dered in support of our General

Membership Meeting on the 25
of January. I also extend my
appreciation to the members
who were able to attend.

I began this report by con-

During our meeting at
McKellar’s, I was honored to
recognize longtime member
Clark Ecklund for celebrating

his 90™ birthday, and Charles
Pimble for the success he is
making toward earning a doctor-
ate degree. Both members are a
sterling example of our mantra,
“NEVER STOP SERVING.”

I hope more of you will
be able to attend our March
General Membership Meeting at
The Mash House on the March
13 at11:30 a.m.

This meeting entails the
presentation of the Robert F.
DeMeter Chapter Service
Award, the chapter’s highest
honor, to a deserving member.
The theme of the meeting is
Saint Patrick’s Day.

We also will recognize

the 59t anniversary of the chap-
ter’s March 22, 1961 charter.

The reservation flier is
on page 7. Please respond
quickly, and show your support
for the DeMeter recipient and
participate in the celebration of

the Chapter’s 59t year of action
and service by attending.

All mem-
bers are remind-
ed again that we
are currently in
the renewal cycle
for chapter mem-
bership. If you need to renew
your membership and have not
done so, please renew as soon as
possible. If you have any ques-
tions about your membership
status or issues with renewal,
contact Secretary Sara Ballard,
910-491-4424
sara.ballard@outlook.com, or
Treasurer Ralph Hinrichs, 910-
987-7559 rwhinrichs@aol.com.

One of the goals for this
renewal cycle is to have 100
percent of all chapter members
as MOAA national members.
Remember there is strength in
numbers, and that basic mem-
bership in MOAA is cost-free.

If you are not a MOAA national
member, go to our web site
https://cfmoaa.org/, download
the Chapter and MOAA Mem-
bership Enrollment Form, com-
plete it ensuring to check the
block entitled Basic for MOAA
National Membership, and mail
to the chapter secretary.

As I close this month’s
report, I convey the following;

* congratulations to the
U.S. Coast Guard Reserve on its

79t birthday celebrating its ser-
vice to the nation

» remember and reflect
during Black History Month on
the contributions of the Buffalo
Soldiers and Tuskegee Airmen
to the defense of the nation

* enjoyment and safety to
all during recognition and cele-
bration of President’s Day

* and finally, a happy
Valentine’s Day to all members
and their spouses.

NEVER STOP SERVING

S
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THE EDITOR’S VIEW

RETIRED ARMY LT.COL DON GERSH
(910) 624-4597, EDITOR@CFMOAA.ORG

We lost our “Treasurer for Life”

adly we announce on page

6 the loss of Retired Army

Lt.Col. Edward Russell
Thomas, II earlier this month.

Ed has been an active
member of the chapter since he
joined in 2000. A year later Ed
replaced Art Rodriguez as
treasurer when Art was elected
president.

Ed proudly, efficiently and
effectively served the Cape Fear
Chapter of MOAA for 15 years,
only to step down due to health.

When Juan Chavez assumed
the leadership of the chapter in
2013, the officers and staff were:

» 15t VP - vacant

»20d VP - vacant

» 34 VP Bill Dadek

» Treasurer - Ed Thomas
P Secretary - vacant

» Chaplain - Ron
Leminger

» Editor - John Hazlett
» TOPS - Art Rodriguez

» Honor Guard
Coordinator - Dean
Russell

» Personal Affairs Officer
- vacant

» Advisor - Arlie Smith

Juan called me shortly after
he assumed the presidency and
asked me to be the secretary.
Having served with him in Army
Special Operations Command
and that he and Maria attended
the bar mitzvah of one of my
four sons, I of course said “Yes
sir!”

At the February 2013 board
meeting [ met Ed, Bill, John,
Ron and Art. I sat to the right of
Juan so I could hear him (my left
ear works better than the right)
and he could help me do mm

Arlie, Art and Ed

job. Because
there were no
name tags, |
wasn’t sure who
was who and
that made
taking minutes
difficult. One
gentleman had a
full beard. The retired officer
sitting next to him sported a
goatee and mustache.

Occasionally, after he made
a comment or recommendation,
the others laughed. Again, do I
record his comment or not?

And thus was my
introduction to Ed, who
committed to Juan that he would
serve as “Treasurer for Life.”

T
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The Cape Fear Infogram is published monthly for members and friends of Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA, Post Office Box

53621, Fayetteville, NC 28305.

Editorial Policy The Cape Fear Chapter is affiliated with MOAA. As such, the Cape Fear Chapter is nonpartisan.
Editorial policies are established by the Chapter’s Publisher and Editor and are in consonance with MOAA's.
Advertising and sponsorship are accepted based on MOAA policies and standards.

Editor may be reached at (910) 624-4597 or editor@cfmoaa.org

Chapter Website http://www.cfmoaa.org/

MOAA “Take Action” http://www.moaa.org/take Action/

MOAA Website http://www.moaa.org/

Membership Open to active duty, former,retired, and National Guard and Reserve commissioned and warrant officers of
the uniformed services or their surviving spouses.




(910) 978-3541

CHAPLAIN’S THOUGHTS

RETIRED ARMY CHAPLAIN (LT. COL.) TIMOTHY ATKINSON
CHAPLAIN@CFMOAA.ORG

The Power o_f God to Overcome and Succeed

‘I can do all things through Christ who strengthens
me.” - Philippians 4:13

aul the Apostle had a
transforming
experience

on the road to
Damascus, and also
when Annianias
prayed for him to
be healed and
receive the Holy
Spirit. Scales fell
from his eyes, He
saw physically
again after being
blinded on the road to
Damascus in His encounter
with Jesus Christ, but he also
saw spiritually.

=

My prayer is that we too
will have a vision of an
overcomer.

We, like Paul, can say “I
can.” We all need to take the
limits off of God and off of
yourself.

You can be the person
that God has designed you to
be. You can overcome the
things in your life that would
try to hold you back.
Whatever it might be you can

overcome it and do what God

You can do all things.

has called you to do. God has Don’t limit yourself. Be bold.

given each and every one of
us certain gifts and talents
that can be used for humanity
and to His glory that we may
succeed. I encourage you to
dream big and let God rule
your life. He will do amazing
things in and through you.

Now is the time to follow
the Lord, and there is no
better time and no better
decision. He wants to guide
you to reach your full
potential and bless others to
His glory. He wants you to
know Him and to find a
vibrant exciting life with Him
with ever increasing faith.

So what if you fail.
You can learn from
trying, and grow to
overcome adversity
and pain. God wants
us to have a “can-do”
attitude which is an
attitude of faith in
God.

I served in the
Army’s 82nd Airborne
Division as a chaplain, or
preacher. There I saw a can-
do attitude in the soldiers I
served with. Each man or
woman serving there had an
attitude of a servant to get the
mission accomplished. I was
so impressed with the power
of an organization that was
full of people with that level
of cooperation.

If that is the way it is in
an organization that is
designed for a natural and
human purpose, how much
more important it is to have
that attitude in the service to

Continued on next page



Continued from previous page

God and for eternal
purposes?

So many times the limits
of our understanding, the
limits of our experiences, can
negatively impact on us.
However, through Paul’s
experience with Jesus Christ
he said he could do all things.
All good things that God
intends for us to do.

In Ephesians 3:20 he
shares more about the way to
view life. He says, “Now to

him who can do exceedingly
abundantly beyond all we ask
or think according to the
power that works within us.”
Jesus said the works that he
did we can do also, and greater
works, because of the power
of the Holy Spirit of God. So,
what are our thoughts? Do we
let the Lord help us to think
outside the box about what he
can do through our lives?

I pray that CFC MOAA
continues to have this can-do

attitude as we face the
challenges that lie ahead.

I pray and trust we will
and that we will succeed and

overcome. We can, and with
His help, we will.

Tim



IN MEMORIAM

Retired Army Lt.Col. Edward R. Thomas, 11
Sept. 15, 1943 — Feb 4, 2020

It is with deep regret that we announce that Edward R. Thomas, II, one of our
regular members, passed away on February 4, 2020.

Ed was a loyal and active member of our chapter for many years, serving as
Treasurer from July 2001 to August 2015. He loved his job and performed it with
enthusiasm and excellence. For this he was awarded the coveted Robert F. DeMeter
Chapter Service Award in 2008, the most prestigious award the chapter bestows upon a
member, and a MOAA Leadership Award in 2016.

Ed’s sustained outstanding service to the chapter was extraordinary and exemplary;
his loss will be keenly felt by all of us. Our heartfelt condolences are extended to his
wife Lynda and the entire Thomas family during their bereavement.




CAPE FEAR CHAPTER
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Milicary Officers Association of America

General Membership Meeting
Awards & Recognition Luncheon

The Mash House Restaurant
4150 Sycamore Dairy Rd.

1130 hours, Frniday, March 13,2020

Cost: $20.00 Per Person
(Tax & Gratuity Included)

Attire: Casual Green

 Mew

Chopped Salad, Meat Loaf. Lemon Pepper

White Fish, Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy,
Seasonal Veggies, Dinner Rolls and Butter,
Peach Cobler

Drinks: Pepsi Products, Iced Tea, and

Coffee

(No Host Bar Opens 1130 hours)

RSVP NLT March 11, 2020
Sendreservationsandcheck
(payable to CFC MOAA) to:

Rich Underwood
2933 Wedgeview Dr.

Fayetteville, NC 28306

Reservations Request

Name

Name of Guests

Number of Reservations

X $20.00= %

W
a




THE LARGER OUR NUMBERS
THE GREATER YOURVOICE.

Why MOAA chapter membershlp matters.

[[[IMoAA

Military Officers Association of America

Cape Fear Chapter
Fayetteville, NC

MOAA AND CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT FORM

Name

Rank Branch of Service

O Active
Spouse name
Address

City, State ZIP
Date of birth
Email

O Retired 0O Former O Reserve O National Guard O Surviving Spouse

Telephone

(To ensure deliverability of MOAA communications, please provide a personal email address.)
Are you a member of MOAA? O Yes O No O Unknown

MOAA Member Number (ifknown)

Nota MOAA national member yet? Check here BASIC
to receive aBASIC Membership at no costtoyou. D

And, for only $4 a month, you can upgrade to PREMIUM membership, giving you
immediate access to a full spectrum of career and financial resources, exclusive
publications, college scholarships for dependents, and countless discounts on
products and travel. Visit moaa.org/join to learn more.

How did you hear about MOAA Chapter involvement?

Are you a member of any other MOAA Chapter(s)? [Yes [INo
Ifyes, whichone(s)?

To complete enroliment:

* Fill in this form on your computer, save it, and email it to

secretary@cfmoaa.org as an attachment. Do not include credit card

information, we will contact you to arrange remittance; or

* Print it out, fill it in by hand, and mail it with a check to: CFC MOAA, P.O. Box
53621, Fayetteville, NC 28305. Make check payable to: “CFC MOAA".

* In addition to my dues, | have included a donation of § for the
Cape Fear Chapter's ROTC Scholarship Fund.

Signature:

You will be opted in to receive e-communications from MOAA and your local chapter. You will be able
to optoutofany further e-communications atany time. MOAA will not sell or share personal information.

Chapter Membership

and Dues Information:

Chapter Annual Dues:
$20 regular members;
$10 surviving spouses.

Chapter Mission:

Promote the policies and
objectives of MOAA;
support ROTC through a
Scholarships and
Leadership Awards
program; serve the local
military community
through charitable and
other service programs;
protect rights and interests
of active military, veterans
and survivors: influence NC
legislation favorable to
active military, reserve
components, veterans and
their families and
survivors.

Meetings:

Bi-monthly to promote
fraternal camaraderie,
networking and
information sharing on
local, state, and national
issues affecting the
military community and
veteran benefits.

Visit www.cfmoaa.org for
more information on the
Cape Fear Chapter.




CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
PosT OFFICE Box 53621
FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28305
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...We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and .
representing the interests of miIitaryE
officers and their families at every

stage of their career...

visit our website at:
www.cfmoaa.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FEB 2020
4 - CAPE FEAR CHAPTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING AT
IRON MIKE CONFERENCE CENTER, 1000 HOURS
17 - PRESIDENT’S DAY

MAR 2020
4 - CAPE FEAR CHAPTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING AT
IRON MIKE CONFERENCE CENTER, 1000 HOURS
13 - GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND AWARDS AND
RECOGNITION LUNCHEON, THE MASH HOUSE, 1 130 HOURS
22 -591mH ANNIVERSARY OF CAPE FEAR CHAPTER’S CHARTER

APR 2020
4 - CAPE FEAR CHAPTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING AT
IRON MIKE CONFERENCE CENTER, 1000 HOURS
8 - PASSOVER BEGINS AT SUNDOWN
12 - EASTER

MAY 2020
4 - CAPE FEAR CHAPTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING AT
IRON MIKE CONFERENCE CENTER, 1000 HOURS
8 - GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND ROTC SCHOLARSHIP
AWARDS LUNCHEON, THE MASH HOUSE, 1 130 HOURS
16 - ARMED FORCES DAY
25 - MEMORIAL DAY




