
Infogram 1

www.cfmoaa.org

Inside:
Editorial – – – – – – – – – -  2
Membership Update – – –   2
President’s Report – – – –  3

Chaplain’s Thought – – –  4
MOAA News – – – –– —   6
Chapter News – – – – – – 8

Event Flier – – – – – – – – – 9
Membership Application – -10
Calendar of Events – – – –11

A Five-Star Chapter

Publisher COL (Ret) Juan I. Chavez, USA † Editor LTC (Ret) Don Gersh, USA
  An informative monthly newsletter for members and friends of Cape Fear Chapter (NC-01)

V���� ��� �������� �� ���.������.���

Scholarships awarded to
seven area JROTC cadets

Scholarships were awarded to seven outstanding JROTC cadets from area high schools during the
annual luncheon held at The Mash House on May 18.  First Row: William Harris, Fayetteville Terry
Sanford High School; Glenda Torres, Clinton High School; Natalia Morales, Fayetteville Terry
Sanford High School; Andrea Little, E.E. Smith High School. Second Row: LTC (Ret) Marty
Williams, Cape Fear Chapter Vice President for ROTC Affairs and Chairman of the ROTC
Scholarship Committee; Zachary Hunter, Terry Sanford HS; Jeshaiah Moore, Lumberton HS; Ariel
Allbrooks, Lumberton HS; NC Representative for the 45th District,  John Szoka, Keynote Speaker;
and COL (Ret) Juan Chavez, President, Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA (Photo by Art Rodriguez)
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The Cape Fear Infogram is
published monthly for
members and friends of the
Cape Fear Chapter,
Military Officers Associa-
tion of America
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Editorial Policy
  The Cape Fear Chapter is
affiliated with MOAA. As
such, the Cape Fear Chap-
ter is nonpartisan. Editorial
policies are established by
the Chapter’s Publisher
and Editor and are in con-
sonance with MOAA’s.

  Advertising and sponsor-
ship are accepted based
on MOAA policies and
standards.

Editor may be reached at
(910) 624-4597 or
Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Chapter website
http://cfmoaa.org/

Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/

CapeFearChapterMOAA/

MOAA website
http://www.moaa.org/

MOAA “Take Action”
http://www.moaa.org/take
Action/

Membership
  Open to active duty, former,
retired, and National Guard
and Reserve commissioned
and warrant officers of the
uniformed services and their
surviving spouses.

Editorial
   by LTC (Ret) Don Gersh, USA
   (910) 624-4597  secretary@cfmoaa.org

Missions Accomplished

Membership Update…
MOAA has identified

national members in our
catchment area who are not
affiliated with the chapter. If
you know of any, please recruit
him or her!   If you have
recommendations or would like
to serve on the Membership
Committee, please contact Stan
Dodson at 1VP@cfmoaa.org.

   And now, it is a pleasure to
introduce our newest members:

  COL (Ret) Ok Sun Hodges,
 USA

  LTC (Ret) Marv Gordner, USA

The eligibility criteria for
membership are: any
commissioned or warrant officer –
active duty, retired, former, Guard
or Reserve, in any of the seven
uniformed services, and their
surviving spouses.

Dues are $20 for regular
members and $10 for surviving
spouses. Use the renewal form on
page 8 and attach your check made
out to Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA.
You can also renew online for next
year by credit card at:
www.moaa.org/OnlineChapterDues
Payment/.I

If you are not sure of your status
or have any questions, please call
Don Gersh at (910) 624-4597 or
email secretary@cfmoaa.org

As Juan says in his
President’s Column
(page 3), May was a

productive month for the
chapter. We accomplished our
mission of supporting Junior
ROTC (high school level)
programs with support grants
and scholarships.

 JROTC Support Grants were
approved for a total of $9,758
for 11 area high schools that
submitted requests. I believe we
budgeted $10,000 in this
category for 2018.

 Seven talented and patriotic
high school seniors who are
college-bound were recognized

during the May 18 luncheon for
receiving Bill Dadek, Arlie
Smith and Cape Fear Chapter
scholarships.

Mission accomplished there
too.

The Memorial Day Global
War on Terrorism monument
dedication, despite the
continuous rain, was a moving
experience.

Maybe the rain added to the
solemnity of the ceremony.

And due to your donations,
CFC MOAA made this happen.
Mission accomplished!



President’s Report
By COL (Ret) Juan I. Chavez, USA
Phone (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org

  May proves to be a productive month
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The spotlight shined brightly on our chapter
during the month of May, and several of
our chapter members were caught in the

limelight.  Two events of significance were the
subject of favorable newspaper coverage and
community goodwill.

On the 18th of May we awarded seven college
scholarships to some outstanding junior ROTC
cadets from area high schools at our annual
JROTC Scholarship Awards Luncheon.  NC State
Representative John Szoka, a chapter member,
was the featured speaker and assisted in the
presentation of scholarships.  There was an
excellent article in the Fayetteville Observer of 19
May courtesy of Drew Brooks, Military Editor of
the newspaper and one of our honorary chapter
members.

The second event was the dedication of the
new Global War on Terrorism Memorial
Monument held at Freedom Memorial Park in
Fayetteville on Memorial Day the 28th of May.
This was the culmination of a two-year
community effort in which the Cape Fear Chapter
played a major part by donating the $25,000
needed to purchase the monument. This was also
a historic milestone for the chapter being the first
tangible contribution to our local community.  Bill
Kirby reported the story in his column of the
Fayetteville Observer on 26 May.

 Several chapter members participated in the
dedication ceremony.  Our gratitude is extended
to:  General Dan McNeill who was the keynote
speaker and assisted in unveiling the dedication
plaque; Tim Atkinson, our chapter chaplain who
delivered the invocation; Jim Wanovich and Jon
Pendell who assisted me in laying our memorial

wreath on the new monument; Art Rodriguez and
Don Gersh who captured the ceremony on film.
Steve DeVane, a staff writer for the Fayetteville
Observer covered the dedication ceremony and
his report appeared in the front page of the
Fayetteville Observer on 29 May.

On a quieter note, but of equal importance to
our chapter was the awarding of 23 ROTC
MOAA leadership awards to outstanding junior
ROTC cadets at various military balls, dining
outs, and/or awards ceremonies across our 6-
county catchment area.  Special thanks to chapter
members who help present these awards on behalf
of MOAA:  Tim Atkinson, George Blanc, Bruce
Brown, Juan Chavez, Stan Dodson, Don Gersh,
Tom Glockzin, John Hazlett, Ralph Hinrichs,
LeShawn Langford, Art Macaltao, Harold
Thacker, Bob White, and Marty Williams.

In summary, we managed to navigate another
very busy, but productive and rewarding month of
May.  The wealth of positive publicity these
events generated will hopefully pay great
dividends in terms of attracting new members.

In closing, the US Army will observe its 243st

birthday on June 14, 2018.  Happy birthday to all
our Army brethren and happy Fathers’ Day to all
the dads out there.

Don’t forget the Members Appreciation Picnic
on 21 July at Smith Lake!  Have a great and safe
summer everyone!

Juan



Chaplain’s Thoughts
By Chap (LTC) Timothy Atkinson, USA

  phone (910) 978-3541   Chaplain@cfmoaa.org

Your are a spiritual warrior

     For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the powers of this dark world and against
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
Ephesians 6:12 (New International Version)
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Dr. Stu Weber writing in his book "The
Warrior Soul" says that “it’s what a
man believes that governs his

behavior.  Warrior actions are derived from the
warrior soul. The best know it and nurture it,”
page 3.

As a chaplain for 26 years in the Army, I
worked hard to be a warrior.  First of all, I tried
to stay spiritually fit, and still do. Also, I tried
to be tactically and physically proficient, and
tried to set the standard in each situation I
found myself.
    I remember going to Iraq with my engineer
unit from Germany.  It was to be an 18-month
tour, and the morale among the officers was
low.  Many had been to Iraq on a similar
mission and felt that the effort was not worth
the risk.

I prayed for my unit and hoped the leaders
would rally. Sure enough, upon arrival and
performing our mission, most stood up to the
test and truly did an outstanding job.

We worked hard and moved three times
doing a great job in each location. The reason I
share this is to say we must be in the fight. In
the rear, the mission forward is not all that

important because the cloud of garrison life
gets our heads confuses us  However, in the war
zone we focus.
    Our verse says we are in a spiritual war zone
all the time.  The question is “Do we realize it
and are we fighting the battle with the help of
the Almighty?”

I heard Dr. Weber in person the other day at
Fort Bragg’s Chaplains Volunteer Appreciation
Banquet.  He spoke on “The Transcendent
Cause.” He said that while fighting in Vietnam
he found God and committed his life to
following Him.

He said that all of life is a battle and
encouraged us to have the mentality of a
warrior for Christ that never quits and that
always seeks to fight for the things that make
life meaningful and better for others.

I couldn’t help be proud of all the CFC
MOAA members who gave so generously to
erect the Global War on Terrorism (GWOT)
Memorial the other day at its dedication on
Memorial Day.  Your and my contributions are
a tribute to so many who gave their lives not
only on 9-11 but also since then in the war on
terrorism.
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    In the Bible, David, when asked by his
brothers about facing the giant Goliath
responded, “Is there not a cause?”  God gives us
a cause each day to have the mentality of a
warrior, and to fight the good fight of faith.
    I end with a true story from Dr. Weber’s
speech and book about a warrior named Samuel
Whittemore.

At the age of 80 at the beginning of the
Revolutionary War, he put aside his British
uniform “red coat” that he wore during the
French and Indian War and joined his fellow
colonists bear arms against the British, showing
he still had a warrior’s heart.

He jumped out from behind a rock wall and
fired his musket killing one British regular, then
fired off both of his pistols.  He then put his
sword into action.

The British shot him in the face which
knocked him down, and bayonetted him 12
times. He was left him for dead.  When the
townspeople came to help him he was still

attempting to load his rifle to get another shot at
them as they departed.

Whittemore was bandaged and sent home to
die. However, he lived another 18 years, dying
at the age of  98. When asked about the risk he
took, he stated he would do it all over again if
he had the opportunity and would change
nothing.  He truly possessed a warrior’s spirit.

My prayer is that the Lord will help us to
always be warriors and never quit like Sam.
 May the Lord bless us with a warrior spirit
that fights in faith, knowing the victory is won
in the grace of our Lord.

Tim

(Continued from previous page)

NEVER STOP
SERVING
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MOAA News…
North Carolina MOAA chapter raises money for

Global War on Terror monument
By: Amanda Dolasinski, June 4, 2018

A North Carolina chapter of the
Military Officers Association
of America recently unveiled

a new memorial honoring  troops who
made the ultimate sacrifice in the fight
against terrorism.

The Global War on Terror
Monument at Freedom Memorial
Park in Fayetteville was dedicated
during a Memorial Day ceremony.
The MOAA chapter raised more than
$20,000 for the monument, nearly the
entire cost to build it.

“Our members felt very strong that
here in Fayetteville - and Fort Bragg
being the home of the contingency
corps and special operations forces - it
was considered more appropriate and

more urgent that we have a monument here,” said Juan Chavez, a retired Army colonel
and president of the Cape Fear chapter of MOAA.

Fort Bragg is home to the Army's airborne troops that can rapidly deploy in 18 hours
and Special Operations forces, both of which continue to deploy in the fight against ISIS
and terrorism. Nearly a quarter of the 264 members in the Cape Fear MOAA chapter have
participated in operations in the Middle East, Chavez said.

“This monument to our men and women who have given their lives in this war on
terrorism were overdue some recognition,” Chavez said.

The monument features two towers, symbolizing the towers of the World Trade
Center that were destroyed in the 9/11 terrorist attacks. Atop one tower is a globe and on

From left, Don Talbot, chairman of the Freedom
Memorial Park Steering Committee, Gen. Dan
McNeill, USA (ret.), and Col. Juan Chavez, USA
(Ret.), president of the Cape Fear chapter of
MOAA, attend the unveiling of the GWOT
memorial. (Photo by Art Rodriguez)

(Continued on next page)
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the other is an eagle. There is also a small replica of the Pentagon and a keystone representing
Pennsylvania to acknowledge both the D.C.-area attack as well as the crash of United Airlines
Flight 93.

The monument is part of Fayetteville's
Freedom Memorial Park, which features mon-
uments remembering veterans of World War
I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Purple
Heart recipients and those who are Missing in
Action/Prisoners of War.

Don Talbot, chairman of the Freedom
Memorial Park Steering Committee, set out a
few years ago to establish a monument to
honor those killed in the GWOT

The monument was projected to cost $25,000. One of the largest initial donations came
from the Cape Fear MOAA Chapter - $2,500, with more to come, he was promised.

Less than a year later, Chavez presented Talbot a check from chapter members for
$19,000.

“Shock,” Talbot said remembering his reaction to the sizable donation. “And a great
deal of exhilaration.”

The park foundation moved forward with the plan to construct the monument. Talbot
said the entire park is a tranquil place for visitors to reflect.

“These kinds of things must be remembered,” he said. “We have to teach people. We
certainly need to discuss the wars. The entire Freedom Memorial Park is set up to sit there and
reflect and educate.”

Amanda Dolasinski is MOAA's staff writer. She can be reached at amandad@moaa.org. Fol-
low her on Twitter @AmandaMOAA.
CFC MOAA Note: Amanda recently moved from Fayetteville where she was a Fayetteville
Observer Military News reporter and covered our 2017 JROTC Scholarship Luncheon to
MOAA in Northern Virginia.

(Continued from previous page)
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Chapter News…
Member Appreciation Picnic

The chapter will hold a picnic for its
members and their families on
Saturday, July 21.

Games, swimming, and relaxing
with friends!

According to 2nd Vice President
George Blanc, “We hope to see families
enjoying the Smith Lake venue. We
will have a wonderful lunch spread

catered by  Mission BBQ. We
encourage our members to bring their
children and their grandchildren.  I’m
sure everyone will have a great time.”

There is no charge to attend, but a
“head count” is necessary for planning
purposes .

Please see the flier on page 9 and
R.S.V.P. via text (but ensure you
identify yourself!), Email or snailmail.

www.cfmoaa.org

MOAA Medals awarded to
area top JROTC cadets

Secretary Don Gersh
and Bianca Lorenzo,
Fayetteville Terry
Sanford High School.

Chaplain Tim Atkinson
and Robert Elbert,
Overhills High School

Chaplain Tim Atkinson
and Adrian Campos,
Western Harnett High
School

Chaplain Tim Atkinson
and Maria Resendiz,
Harnett Central High
School

Chaplain Tim
Atkinson and Michael
Marbut, Triton High
School
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Cape Fear Chapter
Member Appreciation Picnic

Members, Spouses, Kids, Grandkids, Great Grandkids

Saturday, July 21
Pavillion “E”, Smith Lake, Fort Bragg
(1.6 miles from Honeycutt Road to picnic site)

Catered by Mission BBQ

RESERVATIONS for _________________________________________________

 NAMES of guests ____________________________________________________

                              ____________________________________________________

*Mail to:  George Blanc, 3490 Thamesford  Road,
              Fayetteville, NC 28311

Please respond* by July 14:

*Email: 2vp@cfmoaa.org
*text George at (910) 988-3081 and identify yourself!
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Revised Nov 2016

____

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

___

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

Initial Application Renewal Date

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse (Please fill in the above information but show
Your deceased spouse’s rank and branch of service)

I am a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

I am not a National MOAA member, but will consider joining.

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $_______________ for the Chapter’s ROTC Scholarship Fund.

If a new applicant, how did you learn about the Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA?_______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues: $20.00 for Regular Members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305
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Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

…We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and

representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every

stage of their career...

  visit our website at:

  5 June - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
      Conference Center, 1000 hours
14 June - US Army’s 243rd Birthday

  3 July - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
      Conference Center, 1000 hours
    4 July - Independence Day

21 July - Member Appreciation Picnic, 1130 hours,
          Smith Lake … food, fare, fun!

             See flier on page 9
 7 Aug - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike

Conference Center, 1000 hours

    1 Sep - Labor Day
  4 Sep - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike

      Conference Center, 1000 hours

Calendar of Events


