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The Cape Fear Infogram is
published monthly for
members and friends of the
Cape Fear Chapter,
Military Officers Associa-
tion of America

Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Editorial Policy

The Cape Fear Chapter is
affiliated with MOAA. As
such, the Cape Fear Chap-
ter is nonpartisan. Editorial
policies are established by
the Chapter’s Publisher
and Editor and are in con-
sonance with MOAA's.

Advertising and sponsor-
ship are accepted based
on MOAA policies and
standards.

Editor may be reached at
(910) 624-4597 or
Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Chapter website
http://cfmoaa.org/

Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/
CapeFearChapterMOAA/

MOAA website
http://www.moaa.org/

MOAA “Take Action”
http://www.moaa.org/take
action/

Membership
Commissioned and warrant
officers (former, current,
retired) of all uniformed
services.

Editorial By LTC (Ret) Don Gersh, USA

(910) 624-4597
secretary@cfmoaa.org

holiday season. I say

“season” because I believe in
celebrating all religions’ joyous
holidays. There are, of course,
days of fasting, self-examination,
etc. By my definition, those are
not joyous holidays.

I hope you had a wonderful

With the new year comes
membership renewal. During
the past five years, Juan and I
have tried different tactics,
techniques and procedures to
accomplish this within the 60
days specified in the chapter’s
constitution and bylaws.

And we have continually
failed! [See page 8, Membership
Renewal]

Some members were
delinquent with their dues for
three years. As my mother used
to say to me, “Enough is
enough.”

This year, [ will follow the
established procedures. This is
not a threat. If your name is not
listed on pages 8 and 9, and you
have paid, please call or email
me.

The renewal period began
Jan. 1 and ends 60 days later. If
dues are not received, I will call,
text, message — communicate
with you. If you do not wish to
renew your membership, please
let me know.

Thank you in advance for
meeting the timeframe for
renewing your membership.

EMAIL ADDRESSES

As we attempt to use the
Internet or World Wide Web (I
really don’t know what I’'m
supposed to call it) more in
2018, it’s necessary to have your
email address.

Unlike our president, I don’t
twitter. I don’t have many social
media apps (is that what they are
called?) . I have a traditional
email account:
secretary@cfmoaa.org

Please feel free to email me
any hour of the day. I can’t hear
the cell phone “ding” anyway so
receiving emails at night is fine.

We’ve had problems getting
updated email addresses, phone
numbers and snail mail
addresses. This is especially true
for those who renew online. All
we know from MOAA is that
you renewed and may have made
a contribution to the chapter
scholarship fund. So if you
changed your phone number or
address, please let me know.

I would also like some
feedback on the Infogram. Is it
meeting your needs, are the
articles interesting, is the print
size adequate...let me know.
And as I close, I wish you a very
happy and healthy new year!
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President’s Report

By COL (Ret) Juan I. Chavez, USA
Phone (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org

2018...resolve to be an active member

appy New Year to all of you! I trust
chat you had a joyous holiday season

and are now raring to tackle the new
year’s challenges with firm resolve. That’s

precisely the attitude we need to keep our
chapter alive and moving forward.

As we embark on a new year, the future of
our chapter remains the most compelling
question. For us to address that conundrum it
would serve us well to take stock of what
MOAA and our chapter are all about, the
following will serve as a refresher:

About MOAA

We are a coalition of leaders who have
dedicated our lives to service. We are the
Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA), the nation’s leading membership
organization for military officers.

Our members are as diverse as they are
passionate, hailing from all branches of the
armed forces and committed to looking out

promise they made to their country: Never
Stop Serving.

If we still subscribe to the above
principles, which I believe we all do, we must
not allow our chapter to slide into the abyss.
We cannot continue to have 30% of our
membership exert 110% of the effort to keep
us afloat. We need every member to actively
contribute, particularly in the areas of
recruiting new members, and volunteering to
serve in leadership positions. These two
incessant problems seem to defy resolution.

I ask all of you to join me in resolving that
we will rededicate ourselves this coming new
year, an election year for our chapter, to strive
individually and collectively to make the
Cape Fear Chapter a robust and effective
organization for many years to come.

In closing, I remind you that I will present
the “State of the Chapter” report at our
January 20 general membership luncheon at

for one another. Our duty as an association of McKellar’s Lodge. Please join us to hear a

more than 89 years lies at the forefront of
these efforts, as we protect the interests of the
military community on Capitol Hill and fight
to uphold the earned benefits of our service
members.

In addition to our tireless advocacy
efforts, MOAA supports members and their
families through scholarships, career
development and transitioning services,
health insurance, financial and travel
services, and much more. Qur promise to our
members is simple. In fact, it’s the same

www.cfmoaa.org

comprehensive report of what your chapter
accomplished in 2017 and what our goals are
for 2018.

Please accept my best wishes for a
prosperous New Year; a year filled with
happiness and good health.

%W?/
JIL

Like us on Facebook
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- Membership Update

S By COL (Ret) Stan Dodson, USA
B g™ Phone (910) 486-8143, 1VP@cfmoaa.org
S You know the drill!

K, we heard about it last month;
Onow it is time to do something.

That something is renew and
recruit . Why wait? Just do it now and

get it over with. You all know how to
renew, on line or by mail.

Recruiting is somewhat the same; we
need new members. With the upcoming
and pending changes,as there are always
changes, it is more important than ever
to recruit new members. So shake the
bushes and each member bring in one,
or two or three new members. We can
do this, sure we can.

VA/AGENT ORANGE

As your representative to the local
VA, there are some pressing issues to
think about. Agent Orange is my focus
this month. Every Vietnam veteran
should be on the Agent Orange
Registry. There are changing medical
issues that come to light every day about
our benefits under this program.
Veterans do not need to be enrolled in
VA health care to enroll. All veterans
should be registered. Benefit-wise or
just statistical-wise, it is important. Go
to:  www.publichealth.va.gov/
exposures/coordinators.asp or call
910 488-2120 ext 7585, which is the
local VA registration office, to get more
information. It is important to be
registered.

www.cfmoaa.org

And now, it is a pleasure to introduce
our newest member:

LTC (Ret) Mark D. Emmer, USA

S

The eligibility criteria for
membership are:

any commissioned or
warrant officer — active
duty, retired, former,
Guard or Reserve, in any
of the seven uniformed
services, and their
surviving spouses.

Dues are $20 for regular members
and $10 for surviving spouses.

Use the renewal form on page 11
and attach your check made out to
Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA. You
can also renew online for next year
by credit card at:
www.moaa.org/OnlineChapterDues
Payment/.

If you are not sure of your status
or have any questions, please call
Don Gersh at (910) 484-4545 or
cell phone (910) 624-4597.

[

Like us on Facebook
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IN MEMORIAM

Florence B. Alvarez
(Feb. 6, 1928 - Dec. 18, 2017)

It is with deep regret that we announce that Florence Alvarez, one
of our surviving spouses, passed away on Dec. 18, 2017.

Our heartfelt condolences are extended to the Alvarez family
during their bereavement.

worked on C-123 Aircraft. Several decades later,
concerns about the health effects from these

A t chemicals, including dioxin, a byproduct of

_gﬂ Agent Orange production, continue.

O ran C] e VA offers eligible Veterans a free Agent
Orange Registry health exam for possible long-

Agent Orange was a term health problems related to exposure. VA

tactical herbicide used  also offers health care, disability compensation,
by the U.S. military from 1962 to 1975, named  and other benefits to eligible Veterans for certain

for the orange band around the storage barrel. disease conditions, as well as benefits for
The military sprayed millions of gallons of children of Vietnam Veterans who have spina
Agent Orange and other tactical herbicides on bifida. Dependents and survivors may also be
trees and vegetation during the Vietnam War. eligible for other benefits.

Veterans who may have been exposed to [From Public Health, Department of
Agent Orange include Veterans who were in Veterans Affairs]

Vietnam, the Korean Demilitarized Zone, on
Thai Air Force bases, and who flew on or

hyppont your USE
||l

North Carolina
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And He who sat upon the throne said,

‘Behold, | make all things new.’ And He
said unto me, ‘Write for these word are
true and faithful.’ (Revelations 21:5)

¢ ‘Now to Him who is able to do

exceeding abundantly beyond all

that we ask or think, according to
the power that works within us, to Him be the
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations, forever and ever. Amen, (Ephesians
3:20-21).” In this New Year we can have new
blessings beyond our dreams as we in CFC
MOAA work with God, who lives in us by faith;
and as we let God’s Spirit work in us to love Him
and exercise our faith in helping others. We are
blessed to be a blessings and we can and will
with God’s grace do that well.

Rev. James Merritt said, “Every year that God
gives us on this earth is to be a year where we are
as productive as we can be for His work and as
pleasing as we can be for His glory. The longer
you live the more you realize just how fleeting
these years are, and just how important it is to
maximize the potential of each year for being
what we ought to be and doing what we ought to
do.”

As we work and do our part in this New
Year, it is so reassuring and confidence-building
to know that God and good will ultimately
triumph over Satan and evil. Satan's mission has
always been to steal, kill, and destroy - while the
Lord Jesus came that we might have life to the
full (John 10:10). I pray for our military and I
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Chaplain’s Thoughts

By Chap (LTC) Timothy Atkinson, USA
phone (910) 978-3541 Chaplain@cfmoaa.org

Happy New Year, New Blessings

trust God to bless and take special care of them
and of their families.

Arriving at the right destination in this New
Year is intrinsically tied to looking toward and
following the right direction together. We will
never get to the right destination if we allow
ourselves to continue to look in the wrong
direction. There has to be the right equation to
reach the right answer. With faith in God as the
above verses say, we can know that we are
moving forward with the right equation, moving
as one voice making a difference for the military
community, active, reserve and retired.

The scholarships we award, the aid we give
to other benevolent causes, the networks we build
to support a strong military, shows we are
moving in the right direction. But we need your
help, your fellowship and your support in this
New Year to reach our full potential. God bless
us to do more and to be even more effective.

In his second annual message to Congress,
President Lincoln wrote “We shall nobly save,
or meanly lose, the last best hope of earth.”
Although referring to emancipation, he could
just as well written about our democratic
form of government.

In 2018, let us continue to do our part for
God and country. The possibilities are before us
and the limits are beyond us.

Tin
[
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( N\
CAPE FEAR CHAPTER
l l I I MiliwyOﬁkmAsM
RSVP NLT Januvary 15, 2018
) Send reservafions and check
General Membership Meeting (payable fo CFC MOAA) to:
Beorge Blane, 3490 Thamesford Rd.
Luncheon Fayetfeville, NC 28311
MGKQ//ar?SZ'@dg@ E......................................:
Fort Bragg . Reservafions Request .
+ Name
1130 hours, Safurday, Janvary 20. 2018 . :
s Mumber of Reservaions  X$20 =__ .
Cost: $20.00 Per Person :
(Tax & Gratuify Included) E Name of Guests E
Affire: Casuval :
Buftet Menv E §
Bak@d@hiﬂk@”,PU//@dP@rk E......................................:
Mashed Potafoes w/Gravy.
Baked Beans. Green Beans
Salad Bar 1!!! ﬁ .
Corn Bread & Buffer
STATE OF THE CHAPTER
Endless Beverage Stafion REPORT
Peach Cobbler & Coffee ,@
(No Host Bar)
\Q /)

www.cfmoaa.org

Like us on Facebook
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Chapter News...

Membership Renewal

In accordance with the chapter constitution and bylaws, Annual Dues must be paid
by March 1. Dues are $20 for regular members and $10 for surviving spouses. Use the
renewal form on page 11 and attach your check made out to Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA.

You can also renew online for next year by credit card at:

www.moaa.org/OnlineChapterDuesPayment/.

Dues have been received from the following members.

Asbury Fleming

Atkinson Tim
Azzarelli Barbara
Babigan  Alan

Baker James
Baldwin  Marty
Bass llse

Bean Ron

Bell John

Bell William H.
Brennan Tim
Carrion Beddy
Carter Allen
Ceria Paul
Chavez Juan
Chavis Kenneth
Dadek Maureen
Delahunty Thomas
Donnelly Thomas

Dunigan  John
Elrod Ron
Emmer Mark
Fumigant  John
Elrod Ron
Fleming James
Franken
Garman Bob
Gersh Don
Gibson Hubert
Graham  Jeri
Hall George

Hill Peter
Hinrichs Ralph
Holgate Stanley
Holy Bobbie

Ivey Carol

Dennis

Ilvey Karl
Kendziera Christopher

Kilman Gisela
Klinck Earl
Krahl  Ken
Larsen Hank
Lewis
McGowan Geraldine
McLaughlin  Robert
Macaltao Art
Mannell Steve
Mason Louis
Neilson Loren

Thelma

O’'Neil Thomas
Patton  Mark
Pittman Deena
Porter  Eric
Quigley  George
Riggins  Jimmie
Rodriguez Art
Smith  Arlie
(Membership Renewal

continued on next page)




(Membership Renewal continued)
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Smith  Phyllis Vanhout Mary Williams  Horace
Streit  Phyllis Vroom David Williams  Marty
Stump Frank Wahl  Jean Williamson  Gregory
Swift  Barry Wallen Claudie Wolfe Timucin

VanderClute Burt

Weininger Jorge

From MOAA ...

VA and DoD Join Forces Against Suicide

A Secretary Dr. David Shulkin has made
suicide prevention his top clinical priority,
and he's serious about attacking the

problem head-on with the help of his DoD
colleagues.

Back in September during suicide prevention
month, Shulkin said, “We know that in 2014, an
average of 20 veterans a day died in this country
from suicide, which is 20 too many.”

“This is a national public health crisis requiring
a national public health approach,” Shulkin
continued. “When it comes to preventing veteran
suicide, VA can't - and should not - do this alone.”

VA Secretary Dr. David Shulkin has made
suicide prevention his top clinical priority, and he's
serious about attacking the problem head-on with
the help of his DoD colleagues.

Back in September during suicide prevention
month, Shulkin said, “We know that in 2014, an
average of 20 veterans a day died in this country
from suicide, which is 20 too many.”

“This 1s a national public health crisis requiring a
national public health approach,” Shulkin
continued. “When it comes to preventing veteran
suicide, VA can't - and should not - do this
alone.”The VA and DoD are expected to sign a
memorandum of understanding soon that outlines
10 areas the agencies will focus on as they chart a

new direction of collaboration for attacking and
eliminating suicides in both departments.

“This is exciting news, and MOAA looks
forward to working with the secretaries in doing our
part to win the war on preventing suicide,” says
retired Navy Cmdr. René Campos, MOAA director
of government relations for veterans health care.

With the holidays upon us, this can be a
particularly difficult time for some servicemembers
and veterans and their families and caregivers.

MOAA members can help in a number of ways.
Check out these life-saving resources and share
them with those in need:

Veterans Crisis Line. Click here; call (800) 273-
8255 and Press 1; chat online; or send a text
message to 838255 to receive confidential support
24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year.

VA Medical Center Directory. Contact your
local VA medical center main phone line and Press
#7 be connected directly with the veterans and
military crisis line.

White House/VA Veterans' Complaint
Hotline. Veterans can call Call (855) 948-2311 to
address their specific problems or complaints about
VA health care and benefits, 24 hours a

day, every day of the week. IIII
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RETIREMENT
CAN BE BETTER.

Carrie Clark

A - Senior Relationship
. Manager

Steve Mannell

Chief Financial
Officer

. For more information
. 910-307-3511
cclark@aafmaa.com

For more information
910-307-3501
smannell@aafmaa.com

Exclusively serving current and former
military members and their families.

§AA!MAA

www.cfmoaa.org Like us on Facebook
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[[[IMoAA

Military Officers Association of America

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

Initial Application Renewal Date

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date Spouse’s name

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard
Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse (Please fill in the above information but show

yours«deceasedsspouse’serankeandsbrancheofservice)

[ am |:| a member of National MOAA; my member # is . I am a Life Member
[ am not a National MOAA member, but will consider joining.
In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $ forethe«Chapter’ssROTCScholarshipeFund.

If a new applicant, how did you learn about the Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA?

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues:  $20.00 for Regular Members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Revised Nov 2016

www.cfmoaa.org Like us on Facebook
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Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Morth Carolina
...We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and
representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every
stage of their career...

visit our website at:

E www.cfmoaa.org

Calendar of Events:
1 Jan - New Year’'s Day 2018

9 Jan - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
Conference Center, 1000 hours

15 Jan - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

20 Jan - General Membership Meeting/Luncheon,
1130 hours, McKellar’s Lodge

6 Feb - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
Conference Center, 1000 hours

19 Feb - President’s Day

6 Mar - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
Conference Center, 1000 hours “ ;
ses Veterans
see CrisisLine

1-800-273-8255 PRESS@

www.cfmoaa.org Like us on Facebook



