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Guest speaker MG Jim Kraft,
Deputy Commanding General, US
Army Special Operations
Command, gave an inspirational
talk at the chapter’s annual
dinner. (Photo by Art Rodriguez)

The annual meeting of
the Cape Fear Chapter
membership was again

held in the Lafayette Room of
the Iron Mike Conference
Center on Friday, Nov. 17th.

 And it was awesome!

 I don’t remember any
previous event where the
camaraderie was so evident. I
also enjoyed the bill of fare
presented by the conference
center’s staff.  Kudos to Juan
Chavez and George Blanc for
planning a great evening.

 As you will read in Juan’s
column (page 3), the Cape
Fear Chapter hosted the
North Carolina Council of
Chapters’ quarterly
meeting here the following

day. The president of the
NC Council and his officers,
plus the presidents of all
North Carolina Chapters of
MOAA and their spouses
joined us for Friday dinner.

     The featured speaker for
the evening was Maj. Gen.
James E. Kraft, Jr., Deputy
Commander, United States
Army Special Operations
Command.

 Besides being a decorated
Special Forces officer, he was
most personable.  When I
introduced myself to him, he
said “Call me Jim.” No flag
officer has ever said that to
me.  I believe he meant it too.
I hope he joins our chapter,
and I will call him Jim.  We
are from the same hometown.

 Editorial BY LTC (Ret) Don Gersh, USA

     The General talked to us about
what Army Special Operations
soldiers are doing and shared some
of their deployment locations as
well.  He spoke without notes and as
though he and I were just having
coffee (or beer) sitting in Moon
Hall. I was impressed!

 (continued on next page)



The Cape Fear Infogram is
published monthly for
members and friends of the
Cape Fear Chapter,
Military Officers Associa-
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Fayetteville, NC 28305

Editorial Policy
The Cape Fear Chapter is
affiliated with MOAA. As
such, the Cape Fear Chap-
ter is nonpartisan. Editorial
policies are established by
the Chapter’s Publisher
and Editor and are in con-
sonance with MOAA’s.

Advertising and sponsor-
ship are accepted based
on MOAA policies and
standards.

Editor may be reached at
(910) 624-4597 or
Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Chapter website
http://cfmoaa.org/

Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/
CapeFearChapterMOAA/

MOAA website
http://www.moaa.org/

MOAA “Take Action”
http://www.moaa.org/take
action/

Membership
Commissioned and warrant
officers (former, current,
retired) of all uniformed
services.
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(Editorial continued)

The 82nd “All American” Division Chorus gave a
fabulous show at the annual dinner at the Iron Mike
Conference Center. Our chapter hosted the NC
Council of Chapters quarterly meeting and Juan
Chavez received compliments from our out-of-town
guests for the dinner speaker and chorus, and the
venue for the council’s meeting. (Photo by Art
Rodriguez).

(Continued from page 1)

     About one thousand of his
soldiers are currently deployed
to  70 or so countries.  From
PSYOP military information
support teams, civil affairs
soldiers attached to special ops
units and deployed conventional
units, Special Forces teams and
larger SF units, Special
Operations aviation units,
Rangers, to classified units under
the command of US Special
Operations Command deployed
for training and operations,

     Maj. Gen. Kraft’s pride of his
soldiers and their
accomplishments was shared by
the audience.

The 82nd “All American”
Division Chorus entertained us
with patriotic songs, popular
songs, and with “Blood Upon the
Risers.”

 The chorus tried to leave but
a few veterans of the 82nd would
not let them go without first
singing the division’s song.

 I served for three and a half
years in the 101st Airborne, do I
just kept quiet but respectful to
my comrades.

 This was Juan’s fifth year as
president, and I don’t know how
he can make next year’s annual
meeting better.  Maybe the
chapter could schedule a cruise
on the Cape Fear River.



President’s Report
By COL (Ret) Juan I. Chavez, USA
Phone (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org

2017 was a phenomenal year
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I would like to start by thanking all who
attended our annual general membership
meeting/dinner on the 17th of November. It

was a memorable and enjoyable one indeed.
The hospitality our chapter extended to our out-
of-town guests was commendable and well
noted.

Special thanks to our board of directors,
our spouses and other volunteers for all the hard
work they put into hosting the NC Council of
Chapters 4th Quarterly Meeting that same
weekend.  It was a first-rate operation in every
respect; and, coupled with a great dinner
meeting Friday evening, resulted in scores of
kudos from many of our visiting NC MOAA
Chapter Presidents and their spouses.

As I briefly recapped at the meeting, our
chapter had a phenomenal year, and we
accomplished many good things.
Administratively and financially, we are in an
enviable solid posture.  However, our
membership continues to age and decline, while
recruitment of new and younger people is not
keeping pace.  Moreover, the problem of
encouraging others to seek leadership positions,
or volunteer to help in other ways to sustain the
chapter, continues to nag us.  Just having
members participate in chapter activities, or
renewing their membership are huge
challenges.

It is decision time!  We need to decide
this new year whether we keep our chapter
viable, or let it wither away.  I think the
importance and relevance of MOAA and its
affiliates are such that we cannot opt for the
latter.  We must continue to advocate for a
strong national defense; to lobby for

compensation and allowances for our volunteer
force; to fight for the welfare of our military
families; and, to protect and defend the hard-
earned benefits/entitlements of our retirees and
their survivors. We need to accept the fact that
there is no military organization in the country
that can do that better than MOAA.

 Moreover, with Fort Bragg, the largest
military installation in the country, in our midst
we need to continue supporting our active
military and their families through the various
programs we have instituted over the years.
That includes subsidizing the college education
of our best and brightest, and assisting them in
navigating their way towards an officer’s
commission in one of our Armed Forces.
Finally, we need to support military related
activities within our local civilian communities.
This fosters community goodwill, and enhances
our recruiting effort.

I know I keep repeating myself, but my
message seems to fall on deaf ears.  As we
transition into the holiday season and
contemplate new year’s resolutions, keep the
future of your chapter in mind.  We need the
interest and support of every single member
going forward.  Step up and be active!  Never
Stop Serving!

I wish all of you a Merry Christmas or
Happy Hanukkah, and a Happy and Prosperous
New Year.  Remember our military men and
women, particularly those in harm’s way, many
of whom will not be home with their loved ones
during the holidays.

Juan



This month marks the end of my
first year as 1st Vice President
of the Cape Fear Chapter.  I’ve

enjoyed working with the other board
members and many of our other
members.  However (and sadly there is a
“however”) I have not met a majority of
our membership.

     As many opportunities the chapter
offers for members to attend luncheons
and dinners throughout the year, fewer
than one-third attend.  And, it’s usually
the same people attending the events.

 Our goal is to have 325 active
members.  It is doable!  Our chapter has
about 265 members.  Although we ask
that “Each member recruit a member,” it
is not necessary.  We can reach that
level if that one-third of the membership
who are active recruits one person each
this coming year.

     And now, it is a pleasure to introduce
our newest members:

LTC (Ret) Bernard Benson, USA
and

MAJ (Ret) Allen J. Carter, USA

Stan

  The eligibility criteria for membership
are:

any commissioned or warrant
officer – active duty, retired,
former, Guard or Reserve, in
any of the seven uniformed
services, and their surviving
spouses.

 2018 membership dues remain the
same as this year’s, $20 for regular
members and $10 for surviving spouses.
Secretary Don Gersh will send renewal
notices and membership forms through
the US Postal Service in early January,
but you can renew online for next year
by credit card at
http://www.moaa.org/OnlineChapterDue
sPayment/.

     If you are not sure of your status or
have any questions, please call Don
Gersh at (910) 484-4545 or cell phone
(910) 624-4597.

    Membership Update
        By COL (Ret) Stan Dodson, USA
           Phone (910) 486-8143, 1VP@cfmoaa.org

 2018 Resolution: Increase membership
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IN MEMORIAM

               CW4 (Ret.) William R. Wright, USA
              (Sept. 17, 1936 - Nov. 5, 2017)

 It is with deep regret that we announce that CW4 William R. Wright,
US Army, Retired, one of our regular members, died on Nov. 5, 2017.
     Our heartfelt condolences are extended to his wife Mary and the
extended Wright family during their bereavement.
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Support your USO

2018 Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA Scholarship
Program announced
     The Cape Fear Chapter, Military Officers Association of America  is accepting
applications for ROTC scholarships effective now through March 1, 2018.

    Applicants must be in good academic standing.  Applications must be submitted in
accordance with CFC Policy Memorandum 15-1 using the application forms prescribed.
The form may be downloaded from the “Documents” Section of the chapter’s website at
cfmoaa.org.

      It is preferred that all applications be submitted via email accompanied by all
pertinent documentation (scanned) to 3vp@cfmoaa.org no later than March 1, 2018.
Applications or documents received after the deadline will not be considered.

     Applications will be reviewed by the Cape Fear Chapter Scholarship Selection
Committee on April 1.

For more information, contact LTC (Ret) Marty Williams at 3vp@cfmoaa.org, or
telephone (910) 818-313.
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Chaplain’s Thoughts
By Chap (LTC) Timothy Atkinson, USA

   phone (910) 978-3541 Chaplain@cfmoaa.org

Meanwhile these three
remain: faith, hope, and
love; and the greatest of
these is love 1 Corinthians 13:13

In Charles Dickens’ best known story, The
Christmas Carol, he writes about the
transformation of “the Scrooge” from a

bah humbug type of guy to a man with a
generous heart full of love.  According to
historian Ronald Hutton, because of this
work, our current state of Christmas is largely
the result of a mid-Victorian revival of the
observance. It emerged as a family-oriented
festival of generosity because Scrooge, Tiny
Tim, and the Christmas ghosts entered into
Western cultural consciousness.  The phrase
“Merry Christmas” was popularized
following the appearance of the story.

     The seeds for the story became planted in
the author’s mind during a trip to Manchester
to witness the conditions of factory workers.
This, along with other scenes he recently saw
at the Field Lane Ragged School, caused
Dickens to resolve to "strike a sledge hammer
blow" for the poor.

As the idea for the story took shape and
the writing began in earnest, Dickens became
engrossed in the book. He later wrote that as
the tale unfolded he "wept and laughed, and
wept again" as he "walked about the black
streets of London fifteen or twenty miles

many a night when all sober folks had gone
to bed (Schlicke, Paul, ed. (1999). Oxford
Reader's Companion to Dickens, page 98)."

     I hope the Lord will help me see the poor,
and make a difference in the ways He leads
me.  If we help the oppressed go free and
invest ourselves in others, then our Christmas
can be one with the enduring qualities of
faith, hope, and love, as the Apostle Paul said
in the famous love chapter.  For my
household, celebrating the birth of our savior,
Jesus Christ, is so glorious and full of such
meaning.

     I think, moreover, the Cape Fear Chapter
of MOAA is more than a Veterans social
club; it is a special group of Veterans and
spouses who, because of their service, have
already made a difference, but have chosen to
never stop serving.

I enjoy being with you and getting to
know you.  You have seen the world in ways
that not many people have, and like Charles
Dickens, have a compassion for those you
can help.

Let’s keep up the spirit of Christmas,
giving hope and, by faith, changing the world
around us for God and country!  Remember
faith, hope, and love, and Happy Hanukkah,
Merry Christmas and happy New Year from
Peg and me.

Tim

Doing Christmas with Faith, Hope, and Love
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CAPE FEAR CHAPTER

General Membership Meeting

Luncheon

McKellar’s Lodge
Fort Bragg

1130 hours, Saturday, January 20, 2018

Cost: $20.00 Per Person

(Tax & Gratuity Included)

Attire: Casual

RSVP NLT January 15, 2018

Send reservations and check
(payable to CFC MOAA) to:

George Blanc, 3490 Thamesford Rd.
Fayetteville, NC 28311

Reservations Request

Name____________________
Number of Reservations___X $20 = ______

Name of Guests

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________Buffet Menu

Baked Chicken, Pulled Pork,

Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy,

Baked Beans, Green Beans

Salad Bar

Corn Bread & Butter

Endless Beverage Station

Peach Cobbler & Coffee

(No Host Bar)



Chapter donates to
help soldier visit
family for Christmas

Once again our chapter participated in
sponsoring a wounded warrior as part of the
local chapter of the Military Order of the
Purple Heart’s annual “Home for Christmas
Program.”

Col. (Ret) George Blanc, the chapter’s
second vice president, presenting a $700
check to Specialist Rafael Sosa-Cruz to
enable this young “Wounded Warrior” to go
home to California for Christmas.

The check was presented on Dec. 5.

Infogram - December 2017 - page 8

Chapter News

NC Council of
Chapters spouses
visit Airborne &
Special Operations
Museum
 On Saturday, Nov. 18,  the chapter hosted the
NC Council of Chapters 4th Quarterly Meeting in
the Moon Hall conference room.

While the state council officers and the visiting
chapter presidents were busy on Smoke Bomb
Hill, Maria Chavez and Maureen Dadek hosted the
spouses to a private tour of the Airborne and
Special Operations Museum in downtown
Fayetteville.

The two-hour tour was conducted by Antonio
Renteria, gift shop manager.

Following the tour, Maria and Maureen
escorted the visitors to the Global War on
Terrorism Memorial that is near completion.

Lunch followed at Sherefe Restaurant on
Gillespie Street.

Col. (Ret.) George Blanc presents a check
to ‘Wounded Warrior” Spec. Rafael Sosa-
Cruz. (Contributed photo)



The JROTC Program under the leadership of  LTC (Ret.) Mike Hubbard, USA,
conducted a ceremony to honor veterans on Nov. 9 in the West Bladen High School
gym. The program, which was stirring and, at times, emotional, was attended by
about 700 students, parents, teachers, staff and local veterans.

West Bladen’s JROTC program has about 100 cadets. Our chapter supports such
programs and cadet training opportunities. The program featured patriotic music;
1SG Jefferson N. Newby from FT Bragg delivered the keynote address; a slide show
of the school’s faculty and staff who are veterans, and a reception with cake and soft
drinks.

 Some classes prepared handmade cards to give the veterans thanking them for
their service. It was a lovely and thoughtful touch.. (Story by Marty Williams, 3rd

Vice President. Photo by Haley Gillespie, yearbook photographer at West
Bladen High School. )

This issue is the last mailed Infogram,
online-only edition begins next month
     Effective with January’s issue of the Infogram, it will be available only online at
the Chapter website (www.cfmoaa.org.). Due to increased printing costs, it is no
longer cost-effective to mail the newsletter to members who have access to the web.
Members who do not have access to the Internet website should make arrangements
to have a friend print the newsletter online edition.

Please ensure secretary/editor Don Gersh has your email address. Call him at
(910) 624-4597 or email him at secretary@cfmoaa.org
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Veterans Day program at West Bladen High School
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FINANCIAL PLANNING I INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT I TRUST

Steve Mannell
Chief Financial
O cer

For more information
910-307-3501
smannell@aafmaa.com

Carrie Clark
Senior Relationship
Manager

For more information
910-307-3511
cclark@aafmaa.com

Exclusively serving current and former
military members and their families.

639 Executive Pl, Fayetteville, NC 28305

RETIREMENT
CAN BE BETTER.

wealth.aafmaa.com
AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust LLC

Share your
business news with

your friends
Advertise in

the Infogram
Contact Don Gersh for rates

(910) 624-4597

Secretary@cfmoaa.org
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Revised Nov 2016

____

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

___

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

Initial Application Renewal Date

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse (Please fill in the above information but show
your•deceased•spouse’s•rank•and•branch•of•service)

I am a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

I am not a National MOAA member, but will consider joining.

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $_______________ for•the•Chapter’s•ROTC•Scholarship•Fund.

If a new applicant, how did you learn about the Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA?_______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues: $20.00 for Regular Members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305
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Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

…We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and

representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every

stage of their career...

www.cfmoaa.org
c

5 Dec - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
Conference Center, 1000 hours

1 Jan - New Year’s Day 2018

9 Jan - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
Conference Center, 1000 hours

15 Jan - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

20 Jan - General Membership Meeting/Luncheon, 1130 hours, McKellar’s
     Lodge

 6 Feb -  Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
Conference Center, 1000 hours

19 Feb - President’s Day

Calendar of Events:

75th Anniversary


