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Chapter general membership
meeting on Friday, Nov. 17 at

Bragg Conference Center

MG James E.
Kraft, Jr.
Guest Speaker

The annual meeting of the Cape Fear Chapter membership will be held in the
Lafayette Room of the Iron Mike Conference Center on Friday, 17 November 2017
starting at 1700 hours.

Our Chapter will be hosting the North Carolina Council of Chapters quarterly
meeting here at Fort Bragg on the 18th of November, therefore, the President of the
NC Council and his officers, plus the presidents of all North Carolina Chapters of
MOAA and their spouses will be joining us for dinner the evening of the 17th.

The featured speaker for the evening will be MG James E. Kraft, Jr., Deputy
Commander, United States Army Special Operations Command; the 82nd Airborne
Division “All American Chorus” will provide the entertainment.

Effective January 2018, the  will be
available only online at the Chapter website.

Due to the increased printing costs, it is no
longer cost effective to mail the newsletter to
members who have access to the web.

Members who do not have access to the
internet website should make arrangements to
have a friend print the online edition.

Please ensure secretary/editor Don Gersh has
your email address. Call him at (910) 624-4597
or email him at secretary@cfmoaa.org

Mailing Infogram to end, online edition only
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Phone (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org

   Annual membership meeting

Infogram - November 2017 -page 2

www.cfmoaa.org Like us on Facebook

By the time you read this, the 2017
Veterans Day Parade in
Fayetteville is behind us.  As

usual, it was a memorable event in that
this year’s parade paid tribute to Vietnam
War veterans. And there were many, both
in the parade itself and as spectators along
the parade route.  Many more events are
on tab around town to honor Veterans the
weekend of the 11th of November and
beyond; check the local newspaper and
partake.

I would be remiss if I didn’t pause to
recognize Powers-Swain Chevrolet for
donating to our chapter the use of a
courtesy car, a beautiful 2017 Camaro
convertible, for use in the parade.  This is
the second year that the dealership has
supported us thanks to the generosity and
patriotism of its owner, Mr. W. C.
Powers, one of our staunchest commercial
sponsors.  Thanks W.C. and to Larry
Davis for driving!

Another noteworthy up-coming event
is our annual general membership meeting
on the 17th of November at the Iron Mike
Conference Center on Fort Bragg.  It is
our last membership meeting of the year
and a special one in that our chapter is
hosting the North Carolina Council of
Chapters quarterly meeting that weekend
and approximately 50 out-of-town guests
will be joining us for dinner.

The Deputy Commanding General of
the US Army Special Operations
Command, MG James E. Kraft, Jr., will
be our guest speaker.  The 82nd Airborne
Division “All American Chorus” will
provide entertainment.  Please join us in
making this event one to remember.  Take
action by sending your reservations
request to George Blanc NLT 15
November (see event flier at page 5).

Another “Take Action” imperative
is to contact our elected officials regard-
ing the FY 2018 National Defense Autho-
rization Act (NDAA) as it heads to
conference committee.  We need to bring
their attention to several issues of great
importance to our military. We cannot
compromise on these critical benefits that
help sustain our all-volunteer force.  Go to
the MOAA website at www.moaa.org and
send a MOAA-suggested message today.

In closing, I wish all of you a happy
Thanksgiving Day this year, and safe
travels if planning an out-of-town trip.

Juan



Membership Update
By COL (Ret) Stan Dodson, USA
Phone (910) 486-8143, 1VP@cfmoaa.org
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The Cape Fear Infogram is
published monthly for its
membership by the
Cape Fear Chapter,
Military Officers Associa-
tion of America
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Editorial Policy
The Cape Fear Chapter is
affiliated with MOAA. As
such, the Cape Fear Chap-
ter is nonpartisan. Editorial
policies are established by
the Chapter’s Publisher
and Editor and are in con-
sonance with MOAA’s.

Advertising and sponsor-
ship are accepted based
on MOAA policies and
standards.

Editor may be reached at
(910) 624-4597 or
Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Chapter website
http://cfmoaa.org/

Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/
CapeFearChapterMOAA/

MOAA website
http://www.moaa.org/

MOAA “Take Action”
http://www.moaa.org/take
action/

Membership
Commissioned and warrant
officers (former, current,
retired) of all uniformed
services.

There were no new members joining our
ranks during October. Therefore, our total

new members remains at 16 for the year.
 Remember that our goal is to bring our
membership up to 325 by the end of the Year. We
will not reach that goal, but please try to recruit at
least one new member by the end of next month.

  To review, the eligibility criteria for
membership are: Any commissioned or warrant
officer – active duty, retired, former, Guard or
Reserve, in any of the seven uniformed services,
and their surviving spouses.

 The board of directors has recommended that
dues remain the same for next year. If the general
membership votes to hold dues at $20 for regular
members and $10 for surviving spouses at the
annual meeting on the 17th, then the secretary will
send renewal invoices in December.

 If you have already paid for 2018, then Don will
not send you a renewal notice.  Again, you can
renew online by credit card at
http://www.moaa.org/OnlineChapterDuesPayment/.
You will also be able to donate to the Chapter
Scholarship Fund online at the same time you
submit your dues.

 If you are not sure of your status or have any
questions, please call Don  Gersh at (910/484-4545
or cell phone (910) 624-4597. His email address is
Secretary@cfmoaa.org

 Hope to see you at the annual  meeting!

Stan

Recruiting year almost over
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Support your USO

When I was captain in Fort Benning’s
197th Infantry Brigade (Mechanized)
(Separate) in the early 80’s, twice a

year the Gersh Family would throw our luggage
in the station wagon and visit my parents in
Atlanta for a few days and then head up to
Kentucky to be with my wife’s extended family.
 To ensure I didn’t have a weekend duty, I
would put in for nine days of leave.  Although I
always enjoyed getting away from the unit, I
can’t say I looked forward to returning to duty.
 I knew that for every day I was away, I
would spend at least three times that catching
up.  The 12-hour day became 16 or more, and
the 5-day work week became three or more
consecutive weeks at “the Hill.”  You see, I was
a “one officer-deep shop.” The MTOE
authorized a senior NCO in the RR/EO office (I
was the only DOD school-trained officer and
had no one to help me), and I had an NCO
authorized in the brigade public affairs office.
Again, no NCO assigned.  The command
sergeant major sent me one or two  junior
enlisted soldiers to be photographers.
 Well, I feel the same way now.  Deb and I
joined two of our sons on a 15-day trip to
Europe and we recently returned.  I’m still going
through our bills, personal mail, catalogs and
other junk mail.  Except for checking on emails
Juan sent me, I haven’t started to catch up on
Facebook updates, etc. By the way, none of my
buddies writes postcards or sends letters

anymore.  It’s either I open the Facebook and
Linked-In postings or I will not know what’ s
new.  So please pardon me for being behind on
my MOAA duties, but I’m trying to catch up!

Senior ROTC Leadership Awards
Presented

MOAA medals for leadership were
presented by LTC (Ret) Marty Williams, 3rd
Vice President for ROTC Affairs, to the four
outstanding SROTC cadets.

 They are from left to right: Karen Shoaf,
Campbell University; Earnest Barnie, FSU;
Scott Khimani, Methodist University; and,
Austin Jenkins, UNCP. Each cadet also received
a $100 stipend from the chapter. Congratulations
to all of them!

The presentation took place at a Fort Bragg
training area .

Editorial
         By LTC (Ret) Don Gersh, USA

Phone (910) 624-4597  email Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Time to catch up
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CAPE FEAR CHAPTER
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

Annual Membership Meeting/Dinner
Friday, November 17, 2017, 1700 hours

Lafayet�e Room, Iron Mike Conference Center, For� Bragg

Guest Speaker
MG James E. Kraf�, Jr., Deput� Commanding General, US Ar�y Special Operations Command (Airbor�e)

Enter�ainment
82nd Airbor�e Division “All American Chor�s”

Menu
Choice of London Broil, Chicken Cordon Bleu, or Egg Par�esan on Ling�ini

Herb Roasted Baby Red Potatoes; Green Beans w/Almond & Thy�e; Mixed Green Salad w/Dressings
Fresh Baked Dinner Rolls w/But�er

Coffee Chocolate Layered Cake or Lemmon Cream Layered Cake
Iced Tea, Water and Coffee

Cost: $30.00 per person (Tax & Grat�it� Included)

Dress: Coat & Tie for Gentlemen; Comparable At�ire for Ladies

RSVP NLT November 15, 2017

Send reser�ations request and check (payable to CFC MOAA) to:

George Blanc, 3490 Thamesford Rd., Fayet�eville, NC 28311

Name:�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Name of Guest(s):��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Number of Reser�ations�����������������x $30.00 = ������������������������������������������Choice of Ent�ée/Number of

Beef���������_Chicken����������Vegan����������
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Our nation needs to come together
and stand for the things that have
made us great.  Mother Teresa

said, “I can do things you cannot, you can
do things I cannot; together we can do
great things.”  In the scripture above, Paul
encourages us to live at peace with
everyone, as far as it is in our power.  Jesus
said, “Blessed are the peacemakers for
they shall be called the sons of God.”
When our nation first began, Ben Franklin
said, “We must, indeed, all hang together,
or most assuredly we shall hang
separately.”

       What makes our nation great can be
seen in the four words from the Pledge of
Allegiance: “One nation under God.”  In
spite of huge diversity, our nation is one
and by God’s grace will remain one, and
we must still hang together.  Our unity as
citizens is in part a belief in freedom, but it
is also a faith in God that He helps us to
work through the struggles we face as a
nation.  Racial, political, and
socioeconomic divisions must not and will
not prevail.  Our pledge goes on to say,
“indivisible, with liberty and justice for
all.”  This is my prayer that we would

always be “one nation, under God” with
the commitment to be indivisible and to
stand for justice for everyone.

     We have so much power as we walk in
peace and unity.  When we live in that
unity, we can do great things.  In Genesis,
God saw the people coming together. He
knew through unity the people could do
wonders.  If we remain indivisible and
under God, we can see the greatness of
America reborn and rebuilt.

     I am so glad we recite the Pledge of
Allegiance at local MOAA chapter
meetings.   Blessings and grace to you
always, and a happy Thanksgiving to you
and yours.  Remember we are so much
stronger together! I hope to see you at our
next meeting.  Please RSVP now. Keep
your faith strong, and truly God will richly
bless America.

Tim

Chaplain’s Thoughts
      By Chap (LTC) Timothy Atkinson, USA

             phone (910) 978-3541 Chaplain@cfmoaa.org

One Nation Under God

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you,
live at peace with everyone.             Romans 12:18
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Chapter Notes:
KUDOS TO

Gen (Ret) Dan K. McNeill

Induction into the National ROTC
Hall of Fame

It is a proud moment to announce that chapter member General
McNeill was recently inducted into the National ROTC Hall of Fame
at a ceremony held at the US Army Cadet Command, Fort Knox, Ky.

General McNeill, an ROTC graduate from North Carolina State University, commanded
infantry units at the company, battalion and brigade levels.   He also commanded the 82nd
Airborne Division, XVIII Airborne Corps and US Army Forces Command.  During his
career, he served in Vietnam, Korea, Italy, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and as Commander of
International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan.

      In announcing the induction, MG Christopher Hughes, Commander of the US Army
Cadet Command and Fort Knox, said of the inductees:   “They have led soldiers during
complicated and chaotic situations.  They have led their units during times of great challenge,
and in every instance, they persevered.  They are all elite, extraordinary people – mentors,
warriors and highly successful ROTC cadets.”

Annual Chapter Holiday Trip to Myrtle Beach
Our annual trip to Myrtle Beach to take in a Christmas Show followed by cocktails and dinner is

scheduled for Friday, Dec. 1.  This is one of the most popular events of the year and a great way to
get into the holiday spirit.

All chapter members, families, and friends are invited.  We are limited by the capacity of the
motor coach (50), so make your reservations NOW!

Happy 242nd Birthday U.S. Marine Corps
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News from MOAA:
Legislative Affairs
These are some of the important
issues before Congress

Federal - S 66

A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to
permit certain retired members of the
uniformed services who have a service-
connected disability to receive both disability
compensation from the Department of
Veterans Affairs for their disability and either
retired pay by reason of their years of military
service or Combat-Related Special
Compensation, and for other purposes.

Support

Federal - S 143

A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to allow a credit against income tax for
amounts paid by a spouse of a member of the
Armed Forces for a new State license or
certification required by reason of a permanent
change in the duty station of such member to
another State.

Support

Federal - S 339

A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to
repeal the requirement for reduction of
survivor annuities under the Survivor Benefit
Plan by veterans' dependency and indemnity
compensation, and for other purposes.

Support

Federal - HR 303

A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to
permit additional retired members of the
Armed Forces who have a service-connected
disability to receive both disability
compensation from the Department of
Veterans Affairs for their disability and either
retired pay by reason of their years of military
service or combat-related special
compensation.

Support

Federal - HR 333

A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to
permit retired members of the Armed Forces
who have a service-connected disability rated
less than 50 percent to receive concurrent
payment of both retired pay and veterans'
disability compensation, to extend eligibility
for concurrent receipt to chapter 61 disability
retirees with less than 20 years of service, and
for other purposes.

Support

MOAA Spouse Programs
With MOAA’s military spouse programs, you get the knowledge, tools and events to

help you stay informed and empowered. For more than 80 years, we’ve led advocacy for
service members and their families. From military spouse employment to military child
education, we’re here for you, for life. Create your spouse account today and be a part of
our voice. You have access to all of the benefits we offer and your voice can make a
difference. Go to www.moaa.org to learn how we serve you and your family.



CAPE FEAR CHAPTER
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

ANNUAL TRIP TO MYRTLE BEACH, SC

FRIDAY, 1 DECEMBER 2017

COST: $79.00 per person
(Includes bus fare, show tickets, dinner and gratuity.)

PROGRAM: Motor coach will depart from the new Fort Bragg Iron
Mike Conference Center parking lot at 8:30 AM on Friday, 1 December
2017. Group will stop for lunch (Dutch Treat) at the K&W Cafeteria in
Myrtle Beach. The Christmas Show at the Alabama Theater is at 1:45
PM, and dinner at the Chestnut Hill Restaurant at 5:00 PM. Estimated
time of return to the Fort Bragg Club parking lot is 9:15 PM.

RSVP NLT 24 November 2017
(Trip limited to 52 passengers, make reservations early.)

Send reservations and check (payable to CFC MOAA) to:

Art Rodriguez, 3406 Sugar Cane Circle, Fayetteville, NC 28303

MYRTLE BEACH TRIP RESERVATION

NAME________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NR._______________________________________

NUMBER OF RESERVATIONS_________x $75.00 = __________

MYRTLE BEACH TRIP RESERVATION

NAME_____________________________________________

TELEPHONE Nr. ____________________________________

NUMBER OF RESERVATIONS________x $79.00 =_________
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FINANCIAL PLANNING I INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT I TRUST

Steve Mannell
Chief Financial
O cer

For more information
910-307-3501
smannell@aafmaa.com

Carrie Clark
Senior Relationship
Manager

For more information
910-307-3511
cclark@aafmaa.com

Exclusively serving current and former
military members and their families.

639 Executive Pl, Fayetteville, NC 28305

RETIREMENT
CAN BE BETTER.

wealth.aafmaa.com
AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust LLC

Share your
business news with

your friends
Advertise in

the Infogram
Contact Don Gersh for rates

(910) 624-4597

Secretary@cfmoaa.org
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Revised Nov 2016

____

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

___

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

Initial Application Renewal Date

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse (Please fill in the above information but show
your•deceased•spouse’s•rank•and•branch•of•service)

I am a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

I am not a National MOAA member, but will consider joining.

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $_______________ for•the•Chapter’s•ROTC•Scholarship•Fund.

If a new applicant, how did you learn about the Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA?_______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues: $20.00 for Regular Members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305



Infogram - November 2017 -page 12

www.cfmoaa.org Like us on Facebook

Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

…We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and

representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every

stage of their career...

www.cfmoaa.org
c

  7 Nov -  Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
                  Conference Center, 1000 hours
  7 Nov -  Election Day
10 Nov -  Marine Corps 242nd Birthday
11 Nov  -  Veterans Day
17 Nov - Cape Fear Chapter MOAA Annual Dinner Meeting at
     Iron Mike Conference  Center, 1700 hours
18 Nov - NCCOC Quarterly Meeting hosted  by Cape Fear

               Chapter at Moon Hall

1 Dec - Myrtle Beach Trip for Christmas Show and Dinner
  5 Dec - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
                    Conference Center, 1000 hours

   1 Jan - New Year’s  Day 2018

Calendar of Events:

75th Anniversary


