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MOAA “Storms the Legislature”
Chapter officers participated in the annual

North Carolina Veterans Legislative Day
in Raleigh on April 26.  Representing

chartered veterans organizations, the attendees
met with their senators and representatives from
the NC General Assembly.

 Leading the Cape Fear Chapter delegation was
President Juan Chavez.  Also attending were 1st

Vice President Stan Dodson, 3rd Vice President
Marty Williams and Secretary and Legislative
Committee Chair Don Gersh.

 Chapter member Jeri Graham is Vice
Commander and Chair of the Legislative
Committee of the North Carolina.

 Juan and Stan met with Rep. John Szoka, who
represents District 45 (Cumberland County). John
retired as a lieutenant colonel from the Army. He
joined the Cape Fear Chapter in 2014.  They also

met with Sen.
Wesley Meredith
(District 19,
Cumberland County)
and Majority Whip.
They gave both a
packet containing
information about
MOAA, several
Infograms, and a fact
sheet identifying

issues affecting North Carolina veterans.

 Marty and Don met with Rep. William
Richardson (District 44, Cumberland County) and
shared with him the same information. They
visited Rep. Marvin Lucas (District 42,
Cumberland County) who was not there, but left
the packet with his assistant.

Meeting with Rep. John
Szoka (center) are Juan
Chavez (left) and Stan
Dodson.

 Fayetteville Mayor Nat
Robertson is our luncheon
keynote speaker May 26.
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President’s Report
By COL (Ret) Juan I. Chavez, USA
Phone (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org

3rd annual scholarship luncheon

The month of May is a very eventful and
somewhat hectic one for our chapter.  The
members of our Executive Board are

particularly busy putting into action a myriad of
actions they have diligently planned for and
worked on for months, with the tempo
accelerating as we approach the first week of
May.

With the end of the school year just a few
weeks away our responsibilities, vis-à-vis 26
high school JROTC and 5 university SROTC
programs, present some operational challenges.
There are leadership awards to present at a
number and variety of venues; scholarship
applications to review and approve, and
scholarships to present; ROTC commissioning
ceremonies to participate in, etc. This is the time
of the year when we need extra help from our
membership.  Please contact Marty Williams if
you wish to help, he’ll be delighted to hear from
you.

Last year was the second occasion that we
presented all the JROTC scholarships at a
scholarship awards luncheon and we shall
continue that tradition this year.  Our third annual
JROTC Scholarship Awards Luncheon will be
held on Friday the 26th of May at The Mash
House Restaurant.  Our keynote speaker will be
the Honorable Nat Robertson, Mayor of
Fayetteville.

All scholarship recipients, their parents, and
their JROTC instructors are expected to attend.
Being that our scholarship program is our
primary philanthropic endeavor, I encourage all

chapter members to attend and celebrate this
event.

We’ll close out the month by remembering
all our military men and women who made the
supreme sacrifice in the service of our country on
Memorial Day the 29th of May.  The Cape Fear
Chapter will be participating in a wreath laying
ceremony at Freedom Memorial Park in
downtown Fayetteville starting at 1000 hours.
Let us all honor our fallen comrades by attending
this very beautiful and moving tribute.

  We were hoping that the new Global War on
Terrorism monument would be unveiled this
Memorial Day, however, because of delays in
design that will not be possible.  We are now
looking at Veterans Day 2017 as the next
window of opportunity.  I beg the patience of all
who so generously contributed to funding this
project.

In closing I want to remind everyone that the
deadline for registering to attend the 2017 North
Carolina Council of Chapters Convention is May
31, 2017.  This year’s convention takes place in
historic Colonial Williamsburg, Va., on
September 7–10, 2017.  All members of North
Carolina Chapters of MOAA, and their families
are welcome to take advantage of a great
opportunity.  For more information and
registration, I posted a flier on our website at
http://cfmoaa.org/_news.php.  Remember, the
deadline is May 31.
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  Membership Update
              By COL (Ret) Stan Dodson, USA
                   Phone (910) 486-8143, 1VP@cfmoaa.org

Keeping track of gains and losses

One new member joined our ranks during
April, bringing our total to five new members for
the year.  We’re off to a slow start, so remember
“each member recruits one new member.” It is a
pleasure to introduce our newest member:

Major (Ret) Kirk A. Johnson, USAF
Remember that our goal is to bring our

membership up to 325 by the end of the year;
we’re still way short of that. Please keep beating
the bushes and bring in at least one new member
by the end of the year. To review, the eligibility
criteria for membership are:
any commissioned or warrant officer – active
duty, retired, former, Reserve or National
Guard, in any of the seven uniformed services.
RENEW 2017 MEMBERSHIP online

If you haven’t sent your $20 check and
membership form yet, you can renew online and
pay by credit card.  Go to:
http://www.moaa.org/OnlineChapterDuesPayment/.

If you’re not sure of your status or have any
questions, please call Don Gersh at (910) 484-
4545 or his cell phone at (910) 624-4597.

This month, and this year, we have some
mixed numbers and mixed emotions. Our
overall number of chapter members has

decreased; bad news. The chapter’s Regular
Members have increased; good news. Of our actual
member losses this year, nine of the 11 have been
due to moves or deaths. Our biggest membership
decrease is in the category of Surviving Spouses.

To facilitate recruitment, several of us board
members carry chapter membership applications to
other meetings we attend in the catchment area,
venues such as the USO, Red Cross and VA
meetings.

We have talked to lots of people who are
National MOAA members but not Cape Fear
Chapter members. Since we all are recruiters and
want a healthy chapter, I ask that you too carry
membership applications. You can use the one on
page 8.  If you need more, just let me know, we’ll
get them to you! If you want to see what your
chapter does, visit the website at www.cfmoaa.org
and read Juan’s column and look at the news
section. Carry the information with you and use it.

   (Continued on next page)



The Cape Fear Infogram is
published monthly for its
membership by the
Cape Fear Chapter,
Military Officers Associa-
tion of America
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Editorial Policy
 The Cape Fear Chapter is
affiliated with MOAA. As
such, the Cape Fear Chap-
ter is nonpartisan. Editorial
policies are established by
the Chapter’s Publisher
and Editor and are in con-
sonance with MOAA’s.

 Advertising and sponsor-
ship are accepted based
on MOAA policies and
standards.

Editor may be reached at
(910) 624-4597 or
Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Chapter website
 http://cfmoaa.org/

Facebook
 http://www.facebook.com/
CapeFearChapterMOAA/

MOAA website
 http://www.moaa.org/

MOAA “Take Action”

http://www.moaa.org/take
action/

Membership
Commissioned and warrant
officers (former, current,
retired) of all uniformed
services
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(Continued from previous page)

Apparently, the chapter has a history of “late membership
renewals.” When we changed the Constitution & Bylaws several
years ago, the renewal period was established from Jan. 1 through
the end of February.  Here we are in May and we are still struggling
with renewals. Only 42% of the membership has renewed. We can
and must do better.

And lastly, Recruit, Recruit and Recruit.

New JROTC
Senior Army
Instructor at
Clinton High
School

We welcome LTC (Ret) Jon S. Pendell, US Army, as the new
Senior Army ROTC Instructor at Clinton High School effective the
2016-2017 school year.

Colonel Pendell recently retired at Fort Bragg after 26 years of
active military service. He lives in Fayetteville with his wife Spring
and son Samuel. Colonel Pendell joined the chapter and he looks
forward to the association.

We wish him the best of success in his new post.

MOAA is the nation's largest
and most influential
association of  military

officers. We are a powerful force
speaking for a strong national
defense and representing the
interests of  military officers and their
families at every stage of  their
careers. To reach Member Service
Center, please call 1-800-234-6622 or
email at msc@moaa.org.
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CAPE FEAR CHAPTER

General Membership Meeting
Scholarships Awards Luncheon

The Mash House Restaurant
4150 Sycamore Dairy Rd.

1130 hours, Friday, May 26, 2017

Cost: $20.00 Per Person
(Tax & Gratuity Included)

Attire: Dressy Casual

RSVP NLT May 24, 2017

Send reservations and check
(payable to CFC MOAA) to:

George Blanc, 3490 Thamesford Rd.
Fayetteville, NC 28311

Reservations Request

Name________________________

Name of Guests

_____________________________

_____________________________

__________________________

____________________________

Number of Reservations_________

X $20.00 = __________

Menu

Herb Roasted Chicken, Meatloaf,
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy,
Seasonal Veggies, Chopped

Salad, Fresh Baked Dinner Rolls

Dessert: Blueberry Cobbler

Drinks: Water, Iced Tea, and
Coffee

(No Host Bar)
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Chaplain’s Thoughts
      By Chap (LTC) Timothy Atkinson, USA

             phone (910) 978-3541 Chaplain@cfmoaa.org
Healing Grace for Trauma, Part II

I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him also, and
restore comforts unto him and to his mourners. - Isaiah 57:18

As I am writing this article I have just
returned from a volunteer appreciation
banquet in which Chaplain (MG) Doug

Carver (a former Army Chief of Chaplains),
spoke to the volunteers who do so much at Fort
Bragg for the Garrison religious support office.

Chaplain Carver's passion for us to help
those in need, and to reach out with the love of
God as we see the needs in our community, was
inspiring. As the chaplain for the Cape Fear
Chapter of MOAA, I have been reminded by
him that those who volunteer are not retired but
rather redirected to now serve the community in
new ways.

Also, I have been encouraged this week as I
heard Beverly Shoemaker, who lost a son from a
drunk driver hitting his car, and later lost a
husband to suicide, as she said that a big part of
her healing from her trauma was in her service to
others. She is doing this now with grief ministry
seminars, one here this weekend in the
Fayetteville area, and others as the Lord opens
the door for her around the country.
   In what ways are you called to serve and lift up
others? The Bible says that we comfort people in
the same area that we ourselves are comforted by
the Lord (See 2 Corinthians 1:4).

Our chapter president is all about helping our
military and empowering us to help service
members. The emphasis this year is in
volunteering with the USO, thus making a
difference with the military at Fort Bragg and in
the USO at Fayetteville Airport. Reaching out

with compassion and service in this wonderful
capacity is a worthy endeavor.

However, if the USO is not your thing
maybe you can recommend to our chapter
another area of service to our military
community. That is the type of organization
MOAA is; we are looking for involvement from
you. On the national level it is in working to help
protect and enhance our military and veterans'
benefits. On the local level, it is helping with
scholarships and service to our community.
   Our scripture verse from Isaiah says that God
has "seen his ways and will heal him." In healing
from trauma and in all healing, there is often
God's part, and then there is man's part. Jesus
told the man who was lame to take up his bed
and walk. He told another man who was blind to
go wash in the pool of Siloam.

What ways has God noticed in us that
express our faith in Him so we can receive His
healing? He will lead us, and restore comfort
unto us and to those who mourn. Trauma is
tough, but Bev Shoemaker told me today that
because of her Lord and her service outside of
herself to others, she now had post traumatic
growth instead of PTSD. I noticed as I have
assisted her this week in her ministry how
fulfilled she is in serving others who mourn with
the same comfort she has received from the
Lord. We can be fulfilled too as we work with
the Lord in service. I believe we can and will
receive healing grace and be a huge blessing to
all.
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  Chapter Notes By Editor Don Gersh
Phone (910) 624-4597

                   email Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Jack Britt High School Army JROTC
Cadet 2nd Lt. Kendre Perez is presented the MOAA medal
and certificate at the school’s annual awards on March 24 at
the Iron Mike Conference Center on Fort Bragg.  CFC
MOAA’s LTC (Ret) John W. Hazlett, USA, presented the
award.

 Pictured (left) are LTC Hazlett, Colonel Richard
Underwood, Senior Army Instructor (center) and cadet
Perez.

Grays Creek High School Naval JROTC
Cadet Mason Poole is presented the MOAA medal and
certificate at the school’s annual awards on May 2. CFC
MOAA 3rd VP LTC (Ret) Marty Williams, USA, presented
the award. (Contributed photo by Grays Creek High School
student photographer).

2017-2018 Membership Directory
The chapter’s biannual membership directory is going to the printer this month and will be

mailed via United States Postal Service. If you submitted a “renewal membership form” (next
page) with any changes, they will be included.

However, if you paid your renewal dues online or with cash or check only, the information in
the chapter’s membership will be used. If you would like to check your mailing address or phone
number, please send an email to Secretary@cfmoaa.org and ask Secretary Don Gersh to
verify it.

You can also call Don at his cell phone number (910) 624-4597. If he doesn’t answer, please
leave a message.  Just remember, Don is “hard of hearing” so speak loudly!

Thank you!

Don Gersh, Secretary
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Revised Nov 2016

____

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

___

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

Initial Application Renewal Date

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse (Please fill in the above information but show
your•deceased•spouse’s•rank•and•branch•of•service)

I am a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

I am not a National MOAA member, but will consider joining.

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $_______________ for•the•Chapter’s•ROTC•Scholarship•Fund.

If a new applicant, how did you learn about the Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA?_______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues: $20.00 for Regular Members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305



Infogram - May 2017 -page 9

www.cfmoaa.org Like us on Facebook

FINANCIAL PLANNING I INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT I TRUST

Steve Mannell
Chief Financial
O cer

For more information
910-307-3501
smannell@aafmaa.com

Carrie Clark
Senior Relationship
Manager

For more information
910-307-3511
cclark@aafmaa.com

Exclusively serving current and former
military members and their families.

639 Executive Pl, Fayetteville, NC 28305

RETIREMENT
CAN BE BETTER.

wealth.aafmaa.com
AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust LLC

Your Business Card
Ad in the 2017-2018

Membership
Directory for only

$50
Call Don Gersh

910.624.4597
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Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and

representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every

stage of their career.

www.cfmoaa.org
c

2 May - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference
    Center, 1000 hours
20 May - Armed Forces Day
26 May - Cape Fear Chapter MOAA  JROTC Scholarship Awards

   Luncheon at The Mash House, 1130 hours
29 May -  Memorial Day
  6 Jun -  Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron

   Mike Conference Center, 1000 hours
12-14 Jun - Kevin Knapp, Veterans Service Officer, will be at the Special

   Forces Assoc. Convention here in Fayetteville to assist MOAA
   members file VA claims. Appointment necessary,
   phone (252) 916-6631

14 Jun - U.S. Army’s 242th Birthday
14 Jun - Flag Day
  4 Jul -  Independence Day
  5 Jul -  Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron
          Mike Conference Center, 1000 hours
  1 Aug - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron

   Mike Conference Center, 1000 hours

Calendar of Events:


