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President’s Report
By COL (Ret) Juan I. Chavez, USA
Phone (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org

MOAA’s top issue in 2017

My notes this month are
brief and focused on one
item very much in the

news recently, i.e., the new
administration’s plan to rebuild our
depleting military.  The plan
proposes an immediate $54 billion
increase in defense spending,
perhaps more, and the repeal of the
defense sequester imposed by the
Budget Control Act of 2011.
 Sequestration would require
defense budget cuts totaling about
$100 billion over the next five years
if not repealed.

While the new Republican
administration has the advantage of a
majority in both houses of Congress
to carry its water, a repeal of the
defense sequestration is not going to

be a slam dunk by any means; it’s
going to require a bi-partisan effort
to get it done.  That is why MOAA is
making this issue its top legislative
effort this year.

As MOAA members, we need to
do our part by contacting our elected
officials to solicit their support.  The
best, and easiest way of doing this, is
by going to the MOAA website at
www.MOAA.org, click on the “Take
Action” caption on the homepage,
and follow the prompts to the
MOAA-suggested letters to our
representatives in Congress.  Let’s
all do this today it only takes a few
minutes, and it will exponentially
strengthen MOAA’s voice on The
Hill.

Juan
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I intended to write about MOAA’s updated
Chapter Recruiting Program Guide for 2017
and share with you some of my ideas to

supplement the 22-page document. Although I’m
sure the guide is basically the same as the previous
year’s and includes national MOAA’s changes, I
feel it is lacking in some specifics for successful
recruiting at the chapter level.

During March’s chapter board of directors
meeting, I asked President Juan Chavez and Art
Rodriguez (immediate past 1st Vice President)
what worked, what didn’t, and why.

 I do not have the space to share with you the
discussion that followed. The chapter has
expended substantial resources during President
Chavez’s tenure implementing recommendations
from MOAA. The consensus: face-to-face
recruiting is most effective . I was told mass
mailings and advertising aren’t successful. I’m
working on my plan to present to the chapter.
However, until then, I suggest, as has been Juan’s
guidance as he begins his unprecedented fifth
consecutive year as president: Every member

recruits a member!          Stan
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  Membership Update
              By COL (Ret) Stan Dodson, USA
                   Phone (910) 486-8143, 1VP@cfmoaa.org

This is ‘not’ the way to start the year

RECRUITING:

Z E R O.
Our goal is to bring our membership up

to 325 this year. Please bring in at least
one new member in 2017. MOAA National
tells us there are more than 3,800 MOAA
members in our area who are not
members of a chapter – we need to smoke
them out and sign them up! To review, the
eligibility criteria for membership are: any
commissioned or warrant officer – active
duty, retired, former, Reserve or National
Guard, in any of the seven uniformed
services.

If you’re not sure of your status or have
any questions, please call our Secretary, Don
Gersh, at (910) 484-4545 or email him at
Secretary@cfmoaa.org.



The Cape Fear Infogram is
published monthly for its
membership by the
Cape Fear Chapter,
Military Officers Associa-
tion of America
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Editorial Policy
 The Cape Fear Chapter is
affiliated with MOAA. As
such, the Cape Fear Chap-
ter is nonpartisan. Editorial
policies are established by
the Chapter’s Publisher
and Editor and are in con-
sonance with MOAA’s.

 Advertising and sponsor-
ship are accepted based
on MOAA policies and
standards.

Editor may be reached at
(910) 624-4597 or
Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Chapter website
 http://cfmoaa.org/

Facebook
 http://www.facebook.com/
CapeFearChapterMOAA/

MOAA website
 http://www.moaa.org/

MOAA “Take Action”

http://www.moaa.org/take
action/

Membership
Commissioned and warrant
officers (former, current,
retired) of all uniformed
services

Infogram - March 2017 -page 4

www.cfmoaa.org Like us on Facebook

 Editorial
    By LTC (Ret) Don Gersh, USA

Phone (910) 624-4597, email Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Does Arlie know this year’s
DeMeter Award recipient?

Well of course he does…Arlie knows
everybody!  The headline was just “fake
news” designed to capture your interest. The

Robert F. DeMeter Chapter Service Award will be
presented at the March 25th luncheon meeting at
McKellar’s Lodge.  This is our annual awards and
recognition meeting, AND it would be nice to fill the
room with Chapter members, spouses and guests. Other
members will be recognized also. So PLEASE, go to the
flier (yes, I spelled it correctly) on page 5 – fill it out,
write a check and place it in the mail!

Past recipients are:

2015 - Mrs. Tammy Beshlin
2014 - LTC (Ret) Doneal G. Gersh, USA
2013 - LTC (Ret) William J. Dadek, USA
2012 - LTC (Ret) Arlie R. Smith, USA
2011 - COL (Ret) Harry P. Meinhardt, USA
2010 - MAJ (Ret) Robert P. Ives, USA
2009 - COL (Ret) Harry P. Meinhardt, USA
2008 - LTC (Ret) Edward R. Thomas, II, USA
2007 - COL (Ret) Juan I. Chavez, USA
2006 - COL (Ret) Arturo Rodriguez, USA
2005 - LTC (Ret) Robert T. Garman, USA
2004 - LTC (Ret) John W. Hazlett, USA
2003 - COL (Ret) Ralph R. Smoot, USA
2002 - MAJ (Ret) Henry T. Avants, USA
2001 - COL (Ret) Louis A. Waple, USA
2000 - COL (Ret) Ted Jakubowski, USAF
1999 - COL (Ret) Robert P. Fuqua, USAF
1998 - LTC (Ret) Jerry E. Holstad, USA

Please join us at McKellar’s Lodge!
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CAPE FEAR

General Membership Meeting

Awards & Recognition
Luncheon

McKellar’s Lodge
Fort Bragg

1130 hours, Saturday, March 25, 2017

Cost: $20.00 Per Person

(Tax & Gratuity Included)

Attire: Casual

RSVP NLT March 23, 2017

Send reservations and check
(payable to CFC MOAA) to:

George Blanc, 3490 Thamesford Rd.
Fayetteville, NC 28311

Reservations Request

Name____________________
Number of Reservations___X $20 = ______

Name of Guests

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________
Buffet Menu

Baked Chicken, Pulled Pork,

Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy,

Baked Beans, Green Beans

Salad Bar, Coleslaw, Potato Salad

Corn Bread & Butter

Endless Beverage Station

Peach Cobbler & Coffee

(No Host Bar)
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For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting; and his truths
endures to all generations.     Psalms 100:5

War can do a number of folks, because it
is a microcosm of human suffering
and pain, displaying the fallen state of

man. However, the Bible says that God is
working all things together for our good (read
Romans 8:28).  I know that the Lord has a plan
for each and everyone of us and truly loves us.

One of my favorite verses is Jeremiah 29:11
which says, "I know the plans I have for you.
Plans for good and not for evil to give you a
future and a hope."  As a chaplain, I have worked
with peoples’ many troubles and problems on a
daily basis, yet I am still strongly convinced of
the goodness of God.  I believe that this is what
kept me strong through it all and presently
sustains me.

The goodness of God is not only a character
attribute but is also a foundational truth that
every believer must embrace in order to
overcome. Jesus spoke about the Lily of the field
and how Solomon was not clothed like the Lily,
and how we should have faith in the Father's
provision for us, telling us not to worry about our
circumstances.

    At this year’s Fort Bragg National Prayer
Breakfast, Carlos Evans spoke about his
experience of being hit by an IED in
Afghanistan. He shared how his medic, after
putting several tourniquets on his two severed
legs and his arm, then reached down and put his
thumb on his left leg artery where he was still
bleeding out. He also recounted how his corporal
then spoke the names of Carlos’ wife and two

daughters.  After shaking him and telling Carlos
that they were waiting for him to come home and
that he could not die today.

That was the turning point for him not dying,
he said.  He encouraged us to reach down in both
a spiritual and a real way to people God has put
in our paths who may be hurting, and put our
thumb on the problem. This may encourage them
to live and overcome their hopeless situations
too.

In the book I'm presently reading by Jack
Frost, he says "The Father desires that His love
begin to lift you above the circumstances that
have held you back from experiencing intimacy
and love (‘Experiencing Father's Embrace,’ p.
92).”  I believe that God wants to heal us not
only physically but also in our mental and
emotional realm. I know that the Lord has a lot
of work to do on me yet; and trust that He will
show His goodness to me more and more as I
submit everything to His grace (unmerited favor)
and mercy.  I trust you to do the same in your life
as well.

     I hope to see you at the upcoming awards and
recognition banquet on 25 March at McKellar's
Lodge for lunch, and hope to get some
fellowship in with you there.  And until then
please meditate on our scripture verse from
Psalms speaking about God's goodness, and
always let me know how I can help you.

Peggy and I consider it an honor to serve you
and your family.

Chaplain’s Thoughts
  By Chap (LTC) Timothy Atkinson, USA

       phone (910) 978-3541 Chaplain@cfmoaa.org
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 Chapter Notes

Membership Renewal
 I know, I know, I’ve mentioned this topic in every issue of the Infogram. We still have about 60
members who didn’t renew last year and haven’t paid for this year either.  I sent letters, notes and
emails and it did not good.  I made many phone calls and left messages … about the same.

 If you haven’t paid and “eventually” will or want to, please contact me and I’ll keep you on the
roster.  If not, you will receive one more letter / invoice with a postcard.  The postcard is addressed
to the Chapter and only asks for an “x” or “check mark” indicating your intention to renew or to
drop you from the rolls.  You can also send me an email now and let me know at don@cfmoaa.org

Chapter Membership
Directory out in May

   LAST CALL FOR UPDATES

The 2017-2018 Cape Fear Chapter
Membership Directory goes to the printer in April
for a planned May 1st mailing.

 The last several were late and had mistakes
because of not receiving renewal membership
forms filled out … no need to if nothing changed.

 However, if you want to check the
information I have that will appear in the
directory, feel free to contact me and check.

 A better way is to attend the March 25th

luncheon at McKellar’s Lodge and I’ll bring my
computer!  Just mail your form and money to
George Blanc. His address is on the form.

SPONSORSHIPS  (advertising)

If you have a business card we’ll print it in the
biannual 2017-2018 Membership Directory!

That’s two years of sponsorship (OK,
advertising) for $50.

You can have a full-size four-color
sponsorship for $275 (inside front and back
covers) or $250 for inside page four-color ad.

Don’t be shy.  In the past month I was asked if
I knew could recommend: Dentist - Lawyer - Eye
Doctor - Real Estate Salesperson - Plumber -
Mechanic  and  Arborist.

 For information, contact me now!

By Editor

Don Gersh Phone (910) 624-4597
          email Secretary@cfmoaa.org
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Revised Nov 2016

____

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

___

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

Initial Application Renewal Date

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse (Please fill in the above information but show
your•deceased•spouse’s•rank•and•branch•of•service)

I am a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

I am not a National MOAA member, but will consider joining.

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $_______________ for•the•Chapter’s•ROTC•Scholarship•Fund.

If a new applicant, how did you learn about the Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA?_______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues: $20.00 for Regular Members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305
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  Legislative Affairs
US Rep. Richard Hudson

North Carolina 8th District
Richard Hudson is serving his third term in the United States Congress

representing North Carolina’s 8th Congressional District. Richard graduated from
Myers Park High School in Charlotte and earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in
History and Political Science from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte while serving as Student Body
President.

 In Congress, Richard is committed to working across the aisle to find solutions to create jobs, cut spending
and keep our homeland secure, and he has demonstrated that can be done without compromising core
principles. Richard was named the 12th most conservative Member of the House in the 113th Congress by
National Journal and has an A+ rating from the National Rifle Association (NRA) for his unwavering defense
of our 2nd Amendment rights.  Additionally, Richard has consistently been awarded the “True Blue” award
from the Family Research Council Action for his leadership and commitment to the defense of family, faith and
freedom and a 100% rating from National Right to Life. As a Christian and a father, Richard firmly believes
that family is the foundation of American life, and the defense of these values is imperative for the future of our
nation.

 Richard serves on the powerful House Energy and Commerce Committee, a position he uses to fight to
replace Obamacare with a health care system that puts patients first, to improve health care for our veterans and
address the tragedy of veteran suicide, and to go after all sources of American energy to lower costs for
everyone and create jobs in North Carolina.  An outspoken supporter of our nation's military and veterans,
Richard has received national recognition for his work to reunite military working dogs with their handlers. He
is committed to caring for our veterans and has introduced bipartisan legislation to improve veterans’ access to
health care and break up the bureaucracy at the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).  Richard has the privilege
of representing Fort Bragg - the largest U.S. Army installation in the world known as “the epicenter of the
universe.” As the voice for this critical installation in Congress, Richard is committed to ensuring our service
members are prepared for the battlefield and their families are cared for at home.

As Chairman of the Agriculture Policy Group under the Republican Policy Committee, Richard focuses on
conservative reforms that rein in government overreach and empower North Carolina's growers, producers and
agribusiness leaders to thrive. Richard has made a name for himself as a leader who can work across the aisle to
affect needed change in Washington. Despite an unprecedented level of partisan gridlock, he has had several
bipartisan bills signed into law, demonstrating that hard work and bipartisan outreach can lead to results.
Richard served as Chairman of the Homeland Security Committee’s Subcommittee on Transportation Security
where he championed a major acquisition reform bill to save taxpayer dollars and keep the American people
safe.

Richard is an avid hunter and outdoorsman. He is a member of the Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus and
the reigning congressional sporting clays champion. His past volunteer leadership service includes membership
on the Rowan-Cabarrus Community College Board of Trustees, Board of Governors of the UNC Charlotte
Alumni Association, Board of Managers of the West Cabarrus YMCA and Board of Directors of the Cabarrus
Jaycees.

 He and his wife Renee and their son Lane live in Concord and attend Crossroads Church.
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Dear Chapter member:

What follows is a friendly and impassioned request from your 2nd Vice
President for Programs. As you all know, CFC MOAA plans and
schedules either a Luncheon or a Dinner Meeting bimonthly. Prior to each
event we send an Infogram which provides you with all the necessary
details to plan your attendance. If you gave Don Gersh, Chapter Secretary,
your email address on your membership form, you receive via email the
same information in A GRAM OF INFO electronic newsletter.

One of the items listed is the "RSVP by date." It is based on the cutoff
date that our venue caterer has given us to give them the number of guests
we expect to attend the event. Once I give the caterer this number, they
place their food order based on that number. You guys know all the above,
but what you may not know is that they charge us based on our projected
headcount. We are obligated to pay for all the meals they prepare.

”So what's the problem, George?" (you might ask)

The problem is, more often than not, I only have about 30% of the
eventual headcount on the published "RSVP date."

So what to do???

For every event I have coordinated to date, I am therefore required to
"project"a number to a caterer. If I'm short somebody doesn't eat - if I'm
over, our Chapter pays out of pocket for the overage.

Soooo, it would be wonderful if you guys and gals are "sooner than
later" getting your RSVPs in to me.

Thanks,

George

   An open letter
                   By COL (Ret) George Blanc, USA
                          Phone (910) 630-3012    email: 2VP@cfmoaa.org
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FINANCIAL PLANNING I INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT I TRUST

Steve Mannell
Chief Financial
O cer

For more information
910-307-3501
smannell@aafmaa.com

Carrie Clark
Senior Relationship
Manager

For more information
910-307-3511
cclark@aafmaa.com

Exclusively serving current and former
military members and their families.

639 Executive Pl, Fayetteville, NC 28305

RETIREMENT
CAN BE BETTER.

wealth.aafmaa.com
AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust LLC

Your Ad Here
Call Don Gersh
910.624.4597
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Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and

representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every

stage of their career.

www.cfmoaa.org
c

  7 Mar - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference
Center, 1100 hours

25 Mar - Cape Fear Chapter MOAA  Awards & Recognition Luncheon
   at McKellar’s Lodge, 1130 hours

 4 Apr - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference
Center,1000 hours

2 May - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference
    Center, 1000 hours

20 May - Armed Forces Day
26 May - Cape Fear Chapter MOAA  ROTC Scholarship Luncheon

  at The Mash House, 1130 hours
29 May - Memorial Day

 6 Jun -  Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron
      Mike Conference Center, 1000 hours

14 Jun - U.S. Army’s 242th Birthday

Calendar of Events:


